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HE common Cauſe of Liberty, in 
which you are ſo generouſly engaged, 
makes me perſuade my felf, that every 
Inſtance of Freedom in a Fellow-Crea- 
ture will be received as Incenſe ; and 
that an Apology for my preſent Addreſs would, 
according to your own Way of judging, be inter- 
preted, if not as the direful Effect of a Prieſt-ridden 
Education, yet as gro/s Ignorance, and, monſtrous 
Rilſticity. In the Name and Uſe of Liberty there- 
fore, I let you know, That paſſing undiſturbed 
through your pompous Entrance, I found a great 
deal of Satisfaction in the Beginning of your 4th 
Page, where you fay, That t only good Breeding, 
Civility and Politeneſs, but real Love and Charity, fo 


* effential to, and yet ſo long baniſhed from Chriſtianity, -. 


noco gain ground. Here I immediately reflected up- 
on the Heavenly Hoſt, who uſhered in our Savi- 
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to God in the Higheſt, and on Earth Peace, Good- will 


towards Men * : But to my Mortification found in 


the next Paragraph, that the Inſtitution you are ſo 
fond of, is confined to promoting the Peace, Quiet, 
and Happineſs of Mankind; That being the End (as 
you ſay) for which it was intended: without any 
mention of God's Glory, which as a Chriſtian I beg 
leave to intimate to your Conſideration. 

But I doubt you'l be at a Loſs to ſhew, that the 
Liberty you pine for has had theſe happy Effects 
upon Men's Morals, unleſs it can be proved by 
better Arguments than have hitherto been offered, 
that Vices are really publick Benefits; the Encreaſe 
of all ſort of Wickedneſs being too notorious to 


be denied, or palliated. Neither do you with Rea- 


ſon blame the deſperate Wickedneſs of ſome Men, 


(as you call it) who are unwilling to allow this 


Liberty, and complain, Þ That it is the Occaſion of 
the Growth of Infidelity, which were it true ( you 
moſt judiciouſly conclude ) would be a Compliment to 
Infidelity, in ſuppoſing it to be the Conſequence of freely 
enquiring into the Truths of religious Opinions. I will 
here only ask, Whether a Prohibition, to write in 
Maintenance of the Pretender's Claim, pays any 
Compliment to the Juſtice of it, in ſuppoſing that 


to be the Conſequence of ſuch Writings? Let the 


Anſwer, your Wiſdom ſhall judge proper for this 
Queſtion, be applied to your own Inference, and 
then reject or 7 — both the Conſequences. 
But to try how far your own Conduct in this 
4 Addreſs, will prove an Inſtance of all theſe 
ppy Effects which you ſay are ſo well known. 
The Paſtoral N the Letter-Writer, 
and the Story-Teller, are the moſt reſpectful Titles 
your great Encreaſe of good Breeding, Civility and 
Luke li. 13, 14. "$06 Þ. & 


*. 


a ADE AA Rp * 
. a — * ok ** Sp . 1 B * * 9 Pa * 
1 . N 2 * .. OBI Oy rn WES pts 7 m7 3 2 5 7 y * 
- 1 4 D by — * . 


32 * 20 * „* 5 , * 8 eren 
* S R _ 
r FE * Wy -” > , * 
„ n >” ORR * 8 1 le 
* * - . * © 1 * — 5 4 
1 0 | 5 ; 3 1 . 
v4 4 XX. . , . * K 5 
4 2 . 4 0 * N 
; 2 
- 7 : F 
4 1 


-  - our's Birth with praiſing God and ſaying, Glory be 


Politeneſs 


re 2 


— 


228 


I 13 7 ww Y VU _ Ww ww bY 


LE. WV 


"_ WE 


—_ Www: \ FF FF FF yas SO "WE ES "oy 


a Staff and a Pair of Shoes (the great Catholicon 


Rights, P. 414. 


e l FIFP 6 ” * 
ff n a 7 IT 9 p 10 8 - : N 
P. ˙ v ˙ , é Mꝛ̃ M N: ²— . Ss OO ͤ%—rl ! 

Ex 2 . __— 2 9 . : 
— * , 
: * vo 5 . 
& nn 8 * * 
. * ; 
. 
; 2 
TY 


Politeneſs can think fit to beſtow on a Perſon, wha * 
ſtands in the firſt Order of the Church, has the 
greateſt and moſt populous City in the Univerſe in 
his Care and Dioceſe, is Lord of the Britih Par- 
liament, and one of His Majeſty's. Privy-Council. 
You ſhould have remembred, that the Qualities 
you mention continue the ſame Titles of Order and 
Diſtinction, even when thoſe who enjoy them are 
brought as Criminals before the higheſt Courts of 
Tuſtice, under the moſt Capital Accuſations. The 
Title-Page of the Paſtoral Letter, and the Sub- 
ſcription at the End, aſcertain the Author beyond 
all Poſſibility of Doubt, and ſhew that pitiful Sub- 
terfuge of yours placed in the Front of the Ad- 


_ dreſs, viz. Said to be written by the Biſhop of Lon- 


don, only as a Leading-Card to thoſe greater In- 
ſtances bf the ſame Dexterity and Management, 
which follow in the Body of it. 

The encreaſe of real Love and Charity, ſo eſſen- 
tial to Chriſtianity, is as conſpicuous in all thoſe in- 
viduous, baſe, falſe and unworthy Inſinuations and 
Aſperſions, with which this Addreſs abounds from 
one End to the other, purpoſely calculated to find 
an Entrance by Number and Repetition; where 
there is not the leaſt Strength, or Shew of true Ar- 
gument to ſupport them. | | 

If you care to know what Truth there is in that 
Aſſertion of yours, That the Laity, in All other 
Countries Þ, ( for you ſcorn to deal in any thing bur 
Univerſals ) are the Dupes of the Prieſts, I muſt 
refer you to that inſeparable Alter Idem, the pious 
Author of the | Rights, Sc. who I believe has nor 
yet forgot thoſe truly Apoſtolical Churches, where 


for a pragmatical Prieſt ) are laid at the Mi- 
* Ad. p.5. + Ibid. 
Ba :- e niſter's 
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niſters Door on any diſlike, as typical and predic- 
tive of his marching off. But, 


To enter on the Merits of the Diſpute, and ſee 
how it is you make good what you charge on the 


Paſtoral Letter, viz, A Concurrence in the ſame De- 


ſign with Men, who hate the Conſtitution, and revile 
the Government for the ſake of thoſe Liberties, both 


Civil and Eccleſiaſtical, we happily enjoy above all o- 


ther Nations. For if you cannot ſee how to ex- 


cuſe him from this Imputation, except the Facts he 


relates anſwer the general Charge, and theſe Facts, 
as related, do not in your Opinion anſwer it, then 
Jo muſt accuſe his Lordſhip of concurring, &c. 


ow, 


'The Particulars alledged in Support of this 


Charge, are, iſt. The encreaſe of Sodomy. 2dly. 
[A Writing in which Publick Stews, &c. gdly. Where- 
in Public Vices, &c. Athly, A Book which has la- 
boured at once to ſet aſide all Chriſtian Ordinances, &c. 
5thly, Another, who under Colour of great Zeal for 


be Jewiſh, &c. 6thly, Another, who pretending to 
© *Faije the Actions and Miracles of our Saviour, &c. 
_ "thly, Others have ſhown a great Zeal for Natural 


Religion, in Oppoſition to Revealed, &c. 
Immediately after this Enumeration, the Biſho 
ſays, * Theſe are Things which no ſerious Chriſtian, &c. 


where the Particle Theſe is plainly demonſtrative 


of the Facts ſo enumerated, and abſolutely confin- 
ed to them. But that grea? Love of Truth, which 


appears in ſuch perfect Uniformity throughout your 


whole Addreſs, and ſpeaks every where ſo much to 


the Advantage of the Letter-Writer, has prevalled 


on you to bring three or four Sentences (which yet 
are not verbally tranſcribed) from the tenth and 
eleventh Pages, and then make the Biſhop not only 
refer to them, but as your own Words are, Round- 
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Men, 


a Puniſhment, 


your Exceptions. 

As to the firſt Fact, (viz, 
my, ) you ſpeak nothing againſt the Truth of the 
it ſelf, but aſk whether, 
who ſuffered on this Account? 
when they ſuffered, the Ordinary of Newgate (whole; is 
is to ſpeak ſo much in your Favour, P. 47H 4 75 N 
beſt inform you; but if I may have the Eiberty to 
borrow one of your Phraſes, I dare Rovndly aſſert, 
they were o Chriſtians, when they practiſed it. 
Neither can I avoid thinking, 
vour of Infidelity, as they tend to remove thoſe 
Reſtraints which Chriſtianity lays on the Practice 
of Mankind, do encourage a Liberty of acling in 
thoſe Particulars, from whence theſe Reſtraints are 
removed; as amongſt us an Act, which takes off a 
from the fale of Goods once prohibit- 
ed, is looked on as a full Allowance for a free 
Market. 

It would be but a reaſonable Conceſſion in a 
Gentleman of your Politeneſs, 


Thing 


Penalty 


* Ad p. 6. p. 7. 
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ty Aſert, That 55 are Wings which. no ferious chr. 
lian, &c. and yet you ſpeak of Religion“ and Con- 
ſcience, and the good Opinion of ſuch great Bodies of 
to whom this Letter is addreſſed, &c. 
Things of ſome Weight and Moment. 

Fellow-Citizens will look on this as a ſufficient 
Evidence of the great Regard you entertain for 
them. If an Attorney ſnould deal thus with our 
Wills or Deeds of Gift, I may venture to ſay, he 
would have no occaſton to go as far as Scotland for 
believe you yourſelf muſt at leaſt 
have ſeen a Machine on this fide the 7 weed, pro- 
per for ſuch Demerits, 

I ſhall now go on to ſupport the Particulars of 
theſe * heavy Imputations, as you call them, againſt 


The E mer of Sodo- 


They were Infidels 
What they were 


255 Ty 


that Writings in Fa- 


to ſuppole the Bi- 
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. ſhop. might have heard at leaſt, of what Moſes ſays 
of Sodom and Gomorrab, and from thence conclude, 
that he did not look on it as a ſort of Vice abſo- 
lutely new, or as you are pleaſed to repeat it, (with 
the Omiſſion of the Particle Almoſt *,) Unknown 
till now in theſe Parts of the World. But that as his 
Words are—— Fa new ſort of Vice, and ALM OST 
- unknown before in theſe Parts of the World, And 
what can any one imagine to be intended by Theſe 
Parts of the World, but ſuch Places as this Letter 
is immediately directed to, ſuch as are under his 
own Care and Inſpection: So that the Newneſs here 
mentioned, and its being almoſt unknown, are ſpe- 
cified and determined by that unlucky Particle 
Theſe, which proved ſo fatal to you, in your laſt 
Attempt. And what happened in the 4th or 5th 
Century, in France, or any diſtant Country is no- 
thing to the preſent Purpoſe. Our firſt Fact then 
ſtands in its full Force and Strength. 

The next is, A Pamphlet, which you allow to 
be called, A Modeſt Defence of Publick Stews, How 
far Modeſty can be made uſe of in Defence of that 
Practice, which ſuppoſes an entire Loſs of it, I 
will not now inquire. But you do not fee how the 
Cauſe of Infidelity, (whoſe Credit you have ſo much 
at Heart,) is concerned, and to ſhew that it is not 
you tell us ||, That Stews were licenſed in Southwark 
for many Ages. But you muſt remember that this 
was done in the Times of Popery, which you alſo 
tell us is an Abſtract of whatever is ridiculous and im- 

ious in other Religions, incorporated with peculiar 
Abſurdities of its own, &c. So that the Practice here 
licenſed may be part of that Impiety, which you ac- 
knowledge to be in other Religions, and thence in- 
corporated into Popery 3 and Infidelity, or Hea- 
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theniſm be juſtly reckoned the Cauſe of it. Let 
the States of Holland anſwer for their own Tolera- 
tions, I ſhall only obſerve, that a particular Uſage - 
cannot derogate from the Authority of a poſitive 
and univerſal Command of God, eſpecially where 
the ſubject of it is a Prohibition, and ſo extends to 
all Times and Places. Our ſecond Allegation there- 
fore ſtands. | wh ; 

As to the third Fact, (vix. Publick Vices, &c.)which 
the Biſhops mentions, you are very angry, that 
Regard is rather had to the Deſign of the Author, 
than to the expreſs Letter of the Title Page. Bur 
you muſt underſtand, that the great Difference be- 
tween Publick and Private Vices conſiſts chiefly in 
the Number of thoſe who commit them, and either 
in the leſs frequent, or more avowed and open Re- 

etition of them. Now the Author ſpeaks thus 
in his Preface, I demonſtrate that if Mankind could 
be cured of the Failings they are naturally guilty of, 
they would ceaſe to be capable of being raiſed into ſuch 
vaſt, potent, and polite Societies, as they have been, 
&c. Here the ſame Mankind, who he thinks can- 
not be cured, are the very collective Bodies, who 
are, (by their Failings) raiſed into ſuch vaſt, Sc. 
So that the Vices and the Benefits are imputed to 
the ſame general Subject, and upon the Number 
and Frequency of the one, do all the Advantages 
promiſed from the other entirely depend. And, 
when any Author has demonſtrated (as he ima- 
gines,) the true and only Cauſes from whence the 
Vaſtneſs, the Power, and the Politeneſs of great 
Societies, do ſo neceſſarily ariſe, that where Thoſz 
are wanting, Theſe cannot be found; the very Diſ- 
covery, and publick Propoſal of ſuch Benefits, 
muſt be looked on from the natural Tendency of 
the Subject, as recommended to the Protection of 
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of the Government, whoſe chief Care AN ought-. : e 


. 


to be to improve ſuch Notions and Pra 


Place is all perverſe Cavil, which (you too well 
know) is never uſed, but where Truth and Reaſon 
refuſe to be employed. Though I am willing to 
excuſe your Fondneſs for the Letter of the Title 
Page, perſwading my ſelf from your Manner and 
Addreſs, it is all you know of that Book, which 
notwithſtanding the diſtaſteful Subject has under- 
gone five Editions. | 
Here you make a ſtand, and ſay, Theſe are all the 
Facts he mentions to prove his heavy Charge of ſome 
Friters for Infidelity, endeavouring to get rid of all 
Religion, &c. I muſt beg leave to undeceive you, 
Mr. Addrefler, in this Point. Theſe Facts are not 
here confined to the Purpoſe you imagine. For 
the Biſhop having taken notice, That Men muſt 
have obſerved to their great Grief x. That Profane- 
neſs, &c. — That a new ſort of Vice, &c. 
That in ſome late Writings, &c. — He adds, And 
That great Pains have been taken to make Men eaſy 


in their Vices, and to deliver them from the Reſtraints 


of Conſcience, by undermining all Relizion, and pro- 
moting Atheiſm and Infidelity, &c. Where the Par- 
ticle, And, introduces a new Train of Thought, 
comprehenſive of what follows. And, 

Of that Writer, who under pretence of oppoſing 
the Encroachments of Popery, &c. has labour- 
ed at once to ſet aſide all Chriſtian Ordinances, and the 
very Being of a Chriſtian Miniſtry, and a Chriſtian 


Ad. p. 10. Paſt, Let. p. 2, 3. ckürcb ; 
urch 3 


| ices, as 
are judged moſt advantagious to the whole. The 
Account then which is here given of the Book, 
not in the leaſt miſrepreſenting the Intention of the 
Author, and the Words not being tranſcribed as 
a literal Quotation, and both Sides being agreed 
what Writing is pointed at, what you ſay in this 
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is meant of the Rights of the Chriſtian Church : How 
the bare mention of a Book that has laboured at 
once to ſet aſide all Chriſtian Ordinances, Sc. could 
throw your Mind and Pen into ſuch a ſudden Dread 
and Agony of Confeſſion, muſt be accounted for 
no otherwiſe than from ſuch Priz/tly Maxims as 
are built upon the Nature of Guilt, Surpriſe, Truth 
and Conſcience ; which I perceive dare ſometimes 
be impertinent even to a Man of your Attainments. 
Neither has this Book been ſo long written, as not 
to come under the Title of ſome late Writ- 
ings, though we ſhould go back to the firſt Publi- 
cation of it, which was in that Period of Time you 
yourſelf ſtile the + Reign of the late Queen. 

Here I muſt let you know, that my Deſign being 
only to vindicate that Paſtoral Letter, from which 
my Fellow-Citizens and my ſelf have received ſo 
much Satisfaction, I do not think my ſelf ſtrictly 
obliged to follow any of your long and tedious Di- 
greſſions, or Quotations : However, to ſhew my In- 
clination to Civility, and humour the Fondneſs of a 
doting Parent, I will fall in a little with your Diſ- 
courſe on the Fate of this Book, you are ſo Sollici- 
tous to have the World believe your own, though 
moſt Men, who have any Knowledge of your Per- 
ſon, look on it as a Foundling, or think there was 


much Help called in to the Production. 


Le Clerc ||, you ſay, proteſts he had neither Pro- 
miſe nor Reward for mentioning this Book. But 
how does this contradict the Repreſentation of the 
lower Houſe of Convocation, which ſays, that 
thoſe Infidels have procured Abſtracts and Commenda- 
Hons of their own profane Writings---- tobe inſerted in 
foreign Journals * You ſhould firſt have proved 
there was no foreign Journal but Le Clerc's, and no 
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[ 10] 
Method of procuring theſe Abſtracts to be inſert- 
ed, but Promiſe or Reward. 

In the next Paragraph you tell us, That the ſame 


Houſe of Convocation preſumed, that what ſo reverend 
a Body, ſo confidently aſſerted, would eaſily paſs on 


the World, but it had a different Effects, for it put the 


People in Mind of Oedipus, ſaying, O ! why have 
Prieſthood Privilege to lye, and yet to be believed. But 
you forget to let us know, how a Caſe wherein this 


Privilege took a quite contrary Turn, (for the 


Prieſthood, as you yourlelf affirm, were not be- 
lieved) could put the People in Mind of a Saying, 
where it is repreſented as having its full Effect, and 
wiſhed for Succeſs. But a Conjunction of Prieſt- 
hood and Lying, are too Powerful and enchanting 
Sounds, to be laid by without uſe, whether to the 
Purpoſe or not. For my own Part I own it as a 
full Proof of that great Command you have over 
your own Underſtanding, that it did not burſt from 
you till the 13th Page, nay, that it did not grace 
the Frontiſpiece of your Work. In return there- 
fore, I deſire you would conſider what Oedipus 
might have ſaid upon ſuch a blundering Miſapplica- 


tion of his Saying, O!] why bave=—the Privilege 


of Memory, and know not when, or how to uſe it. 
You know that the Merits of the Rights, &c. 
have been ſufficiently diſcuſſed, and that there can 
be no Occaſion for Repetition of Argument on 

this Head. And, | 
Both the Diſſenters at Home, and the Church of 
Scotland, as well as the Proteſtants abroad, would ea- 
fily have excuſed the great Concern you ſhew for 
their Security : for as they all enjoy Chriſtian Or- 
dinances, and a Chriſtian Miniſtry, they muſt of 
Neceſſity diſlike a Book that would ſet All theſe 
alide, as much as any Man of the Church of 
England can do. Neither have you, or can you 
ſhew that the Biſhop means in particular, his 
| 9 = Scheme 


** : 


1 
Scheme of Church-Government, unleſs you prove, 
that All is a Particle of Limitation, and Particu- 
larity, which yet poſſibly may be conſiſtent with 
your correct Notions of Grammar, already exem- 
plified in the uſe of Theſe and And. The only Diſ- 
ſenters, who can approve this Book, are thoſe, (if 
there be any ſuch, ) who call themſelves Chriſtians, 
and yet have no Chriſtian Ordinances, &c. among 
them. And thus have we confirmed our fourth 
Allegation. 

Our fifth complains of an Author, * who under 
great Zeal for the Fewiſh Diſpenſation, and the literal 
meaning of Scripture, has been endeavouring to over- 
throw the Foundations of the Chriſtian Religion. And 
becauſe you do not find every Letter of this Cha- 
racter fully expreſſed in any Title-Page, you have 
lately peruſed, you would have us think the Bi- 
ſhop does not underſtand the Controverſy, though 
by putting that treacherous Word ſeems into your 
Aſſertion, as your own Method of reaſoning ſtandsF, 


Wu ſeem io be ſomewhat conſcious, that there is very 


little Ground for this your Charge. The Truth is, 
his Lordſhip pronounces upon a judicious peruſal 
of a whole Treatiſe, while you are ſatisfied with 
the firſt view of an Advertiſement, without con- 
ſidering, that all Authors do not treat Mankind 
with that undiſguiſed Frankneſs, which appears ſo 
remarkable in the Defence of Stews, and Vices turned 
into Benefits, From 

Hence you take a ſudden Flight to the 20th 
Page of the Paſtoral Letter, whither I muſt fol- 
low when I have told you (what you know well e- 
nough,) that it was your Duty to have examined our 
ſeveral Facts as we produced them, to have proceed- 


ed orderly, and then have taken the ſeveral Rules 


the Biſhop lays down, as he has placed them. The 
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eighth Rule (to which we are now referred) ſtands 


thus. Suffer not your ſelves to be drawn from the 
more plain and direct Proofs of the Truth of Chri- 


ſtianity, to Proofs which however good, are leſs obvi- 


ous to common Capacities *, Here we are ſuppoſed 


to be in Poſſeſſion of the more plain and diret# 


Proofs of Chriſtianity, and ſuch as are abundant! 
ſufficient to aſcertain the Truth of it. Now as all 
Proofs, however good in themſelves, are not e- 
qually familiar to all Underſtandings, we are very 
Drapery adviſed not to ſuffer our Attention to be 
| rom thoſe which are moſt plain, ſtrong and 
direct, (as the Biſhop's Words are,) to ſuch as are 
moſt intricate and remote. Pray, Mr. Addreſſer, 
tell me why the Courts of Law confine themſelves 
to ſuch a definite Number of Witneſſes in man 
Caſes, where perhaps a Thouſand might be had. 
Is it becauſe they care not to have a fal view of 
the Truth? or 1s it rather for this Reaſon, that in 
the Confeſſion of all Mankind ſuch and ſuch plain 
and direct Proofs are a ſufficient Demonſtration 
of it? 

The Evidence ariſing from particular Types, &c. 
is certainly ar this Diſtance of Time and Place be- 
come difficult to the generality of the People, from 
whence the Biſhop infers, I That the whole Evidence 
of Chriſtianity ſhould not be reſted upon the Types, &c. 


Neither does he here ſuppoſe the generality of the | 


People incapable of judging, whether the Qualifi- 
cations neceſſary to conſtitute the Me/iab center in 
Feſus. For in the very Words of the preſent Rule, 


we are all ſuppoſed to be under a plain and direct 
Conviction of the Truth of Chriſtianity, which 


withour Controverſy muſt include a Knowledge 


and B.lief, that the Qualifications neceſſary to con- 


ſtitute the Meſiab do center in Jeſus. But the 
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Terms whole and particular, convey the ſame Ideas 
to your diſtinguiſhing Underſtanding -----. Thus 


it is you attack the Letter. | 
We are now come to the ſixth Fact alledged in ſup- 


port of what you term the (a) General Charge, where 


you do a ſpecial Act of Grace, (though not with- 
out deſign ro make us pay for it, by the Confuſion 
that immediately follows) and (5) take the Biſhop's 
Account of the Author, as of one who pretend- 
to raiſe the Actions and Miracles of our Saviour to a 
more exalted and ſpiritual Meaning, has laboured to 
take away the Reality of them. And Then, (i. e. two 
and thirty Pages forward) the Lelter-Writer, you 
ſay, (c) complains, &c. And (d) doubts, i. e. five Pages 
before your laſt Then. (e) He having, i. e. five 
Pages forward from your laſt Doub:.----- All theſe 
diſtant Paſſages has your moſt profound Ingenuity 
brought together, within the Compaſs of four or 
five Lines. Whereas, 

The Biſhop ſpeaking of the (f) Vanity and Wildneſs 
of a late Attempt to prove that our Saviour's Mira- 
cles were merely Allegorical, adds, in which it is hard 
to perſuade one's ſelf, that the Author, if in his right 
Mind, can be ſerious and in earneſt, But for the ſake 
of unwary and ignorant People, and on no other Ac- 
count, he proceeds to ſhow the Abſurdity of that Notion. 
In which Procedure there is no ſuch great Honour 
as you imagine done to Mr. V. but ſuch Cau- 
tion and Security provided for the ignorant and the 
unſtable, as well become a Watchful and a Pious Go- 
vernor. But J cannot well conceive, how any one 
can properly be ſaid to doubt ( which imports a ſuſ- 
penſe of Judgment, induced by Arguments of 
equal Strength on both ſides ) whether any one is 
in his right Mind, becauſe he finds it hard to per- 


(«) Ad. p.6. (6) Ibid.p. 19. (e) Paſt. Lett. p. 35. 
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fuade himſelf that a Man can be ſerious and in earneſt 

in this or that Propoſal or Action, and at the ſame 
Time act under the Influence of a right Mind. 
What is the principal and immediate Object of 
Doubt, in fuch a Caſe, 1s this ; whether the Perſon 
is ſerious and in earneſt; which being once determined, 
the other follows as a neceſſary Conſequence. So 
that if his Lordſhip has at any time ſince per- 
ſuaded himſelf, that the Author is neither ſerious 
nor in earneſt, (as I queſtion not but he has) he is 
at Liberty to treat him, as a Man who makes a 
very perverſe and moſt pernicious Uſe of a Mind, 
not difturbed by actual Madneſs or Diſtraction. 

Here I own my ſelf weak enough, (though no 
perfect Stranger to your Way of writing,) to have 
expected a Line or two in Juſtification of this pro- 
fligate Method of Quotation, by which, without 
any Regard to Order or Context, an Author's 
Words are ſummoned from their proper Places, to 

ive in ſuch Evidence againſt him as an Adverſary 
Fall beſt like. I fancy Hyſteron and Proteron will 
never help you out; but if you think it a good 
Teſt, or a proper Method to take off that * Reverence 
(to uſe ſome of your own Words) which may be 
due to the Opinions of an Author, I doubt not, 
but there are ſome ſecret Articles in your new 
Scheme of Liberty, which will ſufficiently ſecure 
your Credit among the Fraternity. But, 

Now, Happy Man ! Your Scene of Triumph be- 
gins to open: Þ f this Writer, ſay you, who is a 
Clergyman, is not in his right Mind, it's no wonder, 
 fince he has ſpent his Days in reading, ſtudying and ad- 
miring the Fathers, Studying and admiring an Au- 
thor are Phraſes commonly uſed in a good Senſe, 
and imply a Confeſſion of Improvement, and de- 

fire of Imitation. But the baſe and falſe Manner in 
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| which Mr. . has produced them in his firſt 


Diſcourſe, ( for I have neither read, nor examined 
any other; ſuch barefaced Corruption, and ſcanda- 
lous Suppreſſion of Evidence, as J have there found, 
being more than ſufficient to juſtify a Diſcredit and 
Neglect of any thing that Author ſhall afterward 
write) the Manner, I ſay, in which he has pro- 
duced theſe Fathers, ſhews that he has neither ſtudi- 
ed nor admired them. So that it is only the Read- 
ing the Fathers that has put this poor Clergy man 


out of his right Mind, and what would have became 


of him, if the unfortunate Man had read them All? 
as you aſſert your ſelf (or you muſt aſſert ſome- 
what worſe) to have done but two Pages forward, 
where you fay, * Salvian, the only Father who ſpeaks 
Senſe on this Head. Pray, Mr. Addreſſer, reſolve 
me here, Have you really read All the Fathers, 
and by the Benefit of a Lay-Conſtitution preſerved 
your right Mind ? Or has your Underſtanding ſym- 
pathized a little with your Friends? Or do you pe- 
remptorily aſſert for Truth, what you cannot know 
to be ſo, without reading and remembring too the 
Contents of ------ how many Volumes let Dupin in- 
form you ? ----- Theſe ungovernable Fathers I fear 
make no Diſtinction between Laity and Clergy. 

I muſt here deſire your Patience, while I give 
you a ſhort Specimen of what ſo frequently occurs, 
the great Accuracy of your Stile, and then I will 
proceed in the Argument: This Writer, ſay you, 
meaning Mr. J. in the Beginning of the forecited 
Paragraph. ----- And was this Writer (they are your 
own Words) conſiſtent with himſelf in the begin- 
ning of the next, not four entire Lines after; where 
I find it to be your Pleaſure that we change the 
Subject, (though ſpecified by the ſame demonſtra- 
tive This, and joined by the copulative And) and 
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take the Biſhop into our Thoughts, who, (a) if as 
he was conſiſtent with himſelf ſhould, as you think, * 
have thanked Mr. W.. had he queſtioned the Truth © 
of Chriſtianity, &c. But there being ſomewhar in h... 
his manner of diſcuſſing our Saviour's Miracles, * 


_ which made his Lordſhip backward in paying this 
fort of Compliment, full with the Raptures of Suc- 
ceſs, you inſtantly cry out, () Ought not this Writer 
to have ſhewn, bow that (viz. the manner of doing it) 
can make the doing a lawful Thing become not only un- 
lawful, but even blaſphemous ? I will not now refer 
you to any of your numerous Acquaintance among 
the Fathers for a Reſolution of this myſterious 
Point; but anſwer yours by asking another Que- 
ſtion. Is not a Right of petitioning the King a- 
mong the confeſſed Privileges of the People of 
England ; but may not this legal Privilege be car- 
ried on and executed in ſuch a tumultuary and ſe- 
ditious Manner, as not only to become unlawful 
but even treaſonable? And I perſuade my ſelf, that 
the Event of a Petition ſo circumſtantiated, if (as 
you ſpeak) the King (cj chance to have the Gallows of 
his fide, would prove as fatal as (d) Leaſing-making, 
and that our Laws andJudges too, (to uſe ſome of 
your Friend's Language) if you were among 
the Number, (e) would make you ſwing for it, But, 
You fear the World will think, (F) this great Zeal, © 

(as you term it) to have a Man puniſhed for his 
manner of writing, is defigned as a Precedent to puniſh 
others, who have not written after the ſame Manner. 
"What you take the World for I cannot tell, but I 
never yet met with any one of theſe two great Cities, 
who was Fool enough to think, thatthe Puniſhment 
-inflicted upon thoſe Men, who aſſembled in an it- 
legal Manner in Salisbury Court, was ever defign'd 
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as a Precedent to puniſh others, whe ſhould meet 
in à legal Manner, though in great Bodies and 
Numbers, on the neceſſary Affairs of either City. 
Certainly, Mr. Addreſſer, you had the Happliick 
to learn Caſuiſtry and Grammar from the ſame 
Maſter, and I believe when very young. 

But * who ( ſay you) can imagine this Writer be- 
lieves the Chriſtian Doctrines will be more firmly eſta- 
bliſhed by being freely diſcuſſed, if he ts unwilling thoſe 
Laws which hinder that Liberty ſhould be repealed. 
'You know his Lordſhip confines this Freedom of 


diſcuſſing to a calm, decent and ſerious Way ; and 


fo, without the leaſt Shadow of Fear or Incon- 
ſiſtency, may be unwilling ſuch Laws ſhould be re- 


pealed, as hinder a Liberty of diſcuſſing in a furi- 


ous, indecent, unſerious Manner. But 


We are now come to the main Point in Contro- 


verſy, Blaſphemy, and the uſe of Ridicule in bringing 


Opinions to the Teſt, Both which you promiſe to 
conſider ; and though I feel my ſelf weary enough 
of your Company, for the fake of Chriſtianity I 
reſolve to follow. Þ Firſt, ( ſay you) F Blaſphe- 
my conſiſts in an Intention to vilify that Being a Man 
acknowledges to be his God, nothing can be more abſurd, 


than, &c. Here you have given us ſuch an Ac- 


count of Blaſphemy, as notwithſtanding my good 
Opinion of your great Excellency, and known 
Abilities in tranſcribing, I muſt compliment you 
with as perfectly your own. I only beg you would 


inform us, how a Man can acknowledge any Being 


to be his God, which in the common Notion of all 
Mankind, neceffarily includes an Intention of Ho- 


nour and Worſhip, and at the ſame Time entertain 


an Intention to v:/fy that Being whom he thus ac- 


knowledges? The Words, Intention and Acknows - 


ledging, prove a very unfortunate Choice to you, 
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ſince both expreſs the Acts of the Mind, where 
Contradictories know not how to ſubſiſt. I muſt 
grant, that nothing could more effectually have 
ſhewn the great Injuſtice of Perſecution, in the pre- 
ſent Caſe of Blaſphemy ; ſince, ( if your Deſcrip- 
tion of it holds good) it is impoſſible that any 
Man ſhould be ever guilty of the Accuſation. For 
the two Things you make neceſſary to its Produc- 
tion can never actually ſubſiſt together. 
. As for what follows in the Praiſe of Sincerity, 
J have no occaſion to meddle with it, nor with 
* Salvian, the only Father (as you, on your own 
certain knowledge I ſuppoſe, Roundly Aſſert) who 
ſpeaks Senſe on this Head I will only obſerve, that 
how good ſoever the Senſe is which Salvian ſpeaks 
here, there is not one Word of Blaſphemy in the 
Quotation; and that Tertullian, as cited in the next 
Page, ſpeaks very much to the ſame general Pur- 
pole. Tamen Humani Turis, &c. But whether he 
1s no Father, or what he ſpeaks is not Senſe, or 
whether ( what I am unwilling to imagine ) you 
had no tranſlating Spectacles at Hand, I will not pre- 
tend to determine. I ſhall only take notice, that 
what Tertullian ſays will prove argumentative a- 
gainſt the Heathen, who had no Revelation; but 
is as improper here, where this Right is ſuperſeded 
by the revealed Will of God, as it is in the Motto 
of the Rights, from whence, I ſuppoſe,” you took 
It. 

The Diſtinftion of Blaſphemy into Intentional, 
Formal and Material, I paſs over as being none 
of your own. But in relation to the Fews 4 and 
Gentiles, ( to whom we are obliged to do all poſſible 
god) I will here propoſe a ſhort Sketch of Argu- 
ment, in order to let you ſee how your own pro- 
found Knowledge in Reaſoning and Caſuiſtry will 
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appear in another Perſon, e. g. If then, as it is 
allowed, we are obliged to do Fews and Gentiles all 


1 N Good, and if bringing Men to the Know- 


edge of the Truth is the greateſt Good, how can the 
Manner of doing it, make that which is good not 
only become bad, but, O Horrid ! go farther and 
make it even Perſecution itſelf ? T Gideon, we know, 
taught the Men of Succoth. And did not Bonner, 
(whoſe bleſſed Memory ſo much delights your Fan- 
cy five Pages forward,) || Flog the Saints ? Beſides, 


2” a very good Judge has ſaid, Non caſtigo te quod 
2 odio habeam, &c. You ſee, Mr. Adareſſer, I have 
not only imitated your Hypothetical Method, by 
the Repetition of that inſinuating Particle V, but 
ſupported it by the Surpriſe and Confidence of a 
Queſtion, and again backed that with the trium- 


Phant 4s of an inſulting Exclamation, and in far- 

ther Compliment to your Manner of Demonſtrati- 
on, have put the whole beyond poſſibility of doubt, 
by Induction and Authority. 

Blut to he as ſerious as one can in all this ridicu- 

lous Inconſiſtency of Notions, {f | Men (ſay you) 

can be Blaſphemers without knowing it, and the Ma- 


+: Sate, &c. Have you ſo ſoon forgot, that Blaſ- 


7: phemy (as you deſcribe it) ** conſiſts in an Intention 
22 zo vilify, and that therefore the Suppoſition you 
here make ought to run thus? If Men can be Blaſ- 
2 phemers, i. e. have an Intention to vilify their own 
Z God, without knowing it. So that here you 
8 ſuppoſe Men to have ; "ROY and at the ſame 
Time ſuppoſe them to know nothing of them; 
"7 which notwithſtanding the many Examples your 
2 Addreſs might produce in the Favour of it, I muſt 

beg leave to reckon among the Number of moral 
Impoſſibilities. | 
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Ts ſalve this a little, we are told * that Blaſphe- 


my and Idolatry under the Theocracy, as is pro- 


ved by Mr. Lock, were Crimes againſt the Mo- 
narch. The only Quarrel I have to Mr. Lock in 


this caſe, is entirely on the Account of Liberty. 
His great Neglect in not explaining the Word The- 


ocracy, may lead Men of Fire and Freedom, leſs 
acquainted with the Greek Language and Fathers 
than you are, into many Inconveniencies, Now 
by the Theocracy Mr. Lock deſigned that Time of 


the Jetoiſo Government, which ended at the Electi- 


on of Saul; before which Election, as Samuel ex- 
preſſes it to the People, The Lord your God was your 
King T. The ſame Jehovah being then both their 


God and their King, was their Monarch in the ful- 


leſt Senſe of the Word, and Blafphemy and Idola- 
try might well be looked on as only different Spe- 
cies of Hig h-Treaſon. But when the ſame Lord 
Fehovah is our God alſo, and we know the Pyniſh- 
ment He himſelf allotted to Blaſphemy, Lev. xxiv. 
(from whence we may beſt collect his Deteſtation 
of a Blaſphemer,) I think the Biſhop may be ex- 
cuſed, at leaſt while he owns this Fehovah to be his 
God, though he ſhould be unfortunate enough to 
think, that the Civil Magiſtrate ouzhn to diſcou- 
rage Blaſphemy againſt him. If your Friend, Mr. 


ſpoke ſo much to his Advantage in the Explanation 


of 1 Konrufirus and Teæxigæ, you might probably have 3 
made Theacracy more ſerviceable to your Purpoſe, 
than barely to prove that Blaſphemy was a Crime 


againſt God. | 
You again repeat the || Man and his right Senſes, 


which has been before conſidered and reſolved. But + 


ſince your Concern for the Liberty of Mankind ap- 
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pears fo active and indefatigable, in Order to gra- 
tify ſo laudable and paſſionate a deſire of doing 
Good, I can't avoid recommending to your Care 
the Caſe of many of our Fellow-Creatures, Free- 
born Subjects, now abiding under much Dureſs 


and Confinement, in a certain College of our great 


City, where the uſurping Governours will inform 
you, that many of their Patients have their Times 


when, and their Subjects too on which they will 


Reaſon as cloſely, and Act as intelligently as moſt 
of us, who live without their Walls, and that then 
ſome of them will contrive Schemes full of Miſ- 
chief, and if not hindered put them in Execution 
too; and that Fear, Force, and Puniſhment are 


the only effectual Methods of Prevention. I know 
there is no Occaſion to enforce this Subject, the 


confeſs'd Original Liberty, which every Man has 


to Think, Speak, and Act, as ſhall beſt pleaſe him- 
ſelf, Jam ſure has already fo enflamed your noble 
Sentiments of Freedom, that methinks I ſee More. 


fields diſpeopled, and Bedlam a Deſolation. 

But to return. In the next Paragraph *, you 
ſhould have proved that the Publick Religion is a 
Thing wherein the Publick has no Intereſt, other- 
wiſe, you. talk to no ſettled Purpoſe ; neither can I 
think that you ever read in Mr. Lock, that becaule 
the Jewiſh Magiſtrates acted by an immediate Com- 
miſſion from God, under the Theocracy, (I aſk 
your Pardon for the Repetition of the Word,) we 
* from thence regularly infer, that the Egypri- 
ans, or the Canaanites, &c. had this Commiſſion all 
alike. If by what follows, F you mean the Laws of 
our own Nation, as'I think you muſt, your ſhorteſt 
Method will be to queſtion the Comperency of the 
Authority you mention before thoſe Honourablz 
Aſſemblies who are inveſted in it, and will ſoon 
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ay all your Doubts about the Uſe and Extent 
of it. | | 
As for + Murder, Robbery, &c. The || Gallows, 
Damnation, Hobbiſm, Popery, &c. Setting up the J- 
mage of the Beaſt, | Afﬀront to our Creator —— Indig- 
ity put on human Nature, — — Savage Animals, Ly- 
ons and Tygers The Cruel and perſecuting Bonner. 
Theſe are all ſuch Grub-ſtreet Topicks of paltry De- 
clamation as may be had at any Time (as your own 
Ears muſt: have often heard,) for ſo /mall, a price 
as an Half-penny ; and in no wile affect either our 
Letter or ourſelves, who freely enjoy the undiſturb- 
ed uſe of the Toleration Act. 

Before I go. on any farther, I will here inſert at 
length that Paſſage, which in your Opinion carries 
nothing leſs, (at leaſt in the myſtical Intention of it, ) 
than Racks, Dungeons, and Maſlacres, Devils, 
Popes and Pretenders ; and which in my Thoughts 
appears as full of Equity, Condeſcenſion and Mo- 
deration, truly Chriſtian in the perpetual Indulgence 
of Examination and Debate, as it is of Prudence, 
Judgment, and conſummate Policy in thoſe Inhibi- 
tions, Which regard the Honour and Security both 
of Religion and Civil Society. Ir 1s this. 


« X_.. As to the blaſphemous Manner in which a late 
«« Writer has taken the Liberty to treat our Savi- 
<« our's Miracles, and the Author of them; though 
« I am far from contending, that the Grounds, of 
e the Chriftian Religion, and the Doctrines of it, 
«© may not be diſcuſg'd at all Times, in a calm, de- 
<« cent, and ſerious way (on the contrary, I am. 
« very ſure, the more fully they are diſcuſs'd, the 
« more firmly they will ſtand,) yer I cannot bur. 
« think it the Duty of the Civil Magiſtrate at all 
Times, to take care that Religion be not treat- 


+ Ad. p. 26, II Ib. p. 27. 4 1b. p. 28, 2? Paſt. Let. 
P. 31 1 ed 


"1 
« ed either in a Ludicrous or a Reproachful Man- 
« ner, and effectually to diſcourage ſuch Books 
« and Writings, as ſtrike equally at the Foundati- 
« on of all Religion, and of Truth, Vircue, Se- 


« rjouſneſs, and good Manners ; and by conſe- 
«« quence at the Foundation of Civil Society. 


The Allowance which is here granted of diſcuſ- 
ſing not only the outward Modes and Forms of 
Worſhip, not only any National or more particu- 
lar Confeſſion of Faith, but even the very 8 
of the Chriſtian Religion, &c. is as great a Privi- 
lege, as the Spirit oſ Liberty can demand; but 
the Calm, Decent, and Serious way in which this 
muſt be done, is in your Account nothing but a 
ſolemn Preface to Slavery and Superſtition. His 
L ordſhip then and your ſelf are ſo far agreed, that 
g Mankind ſhould have a perpetual Freedom of ex- 
amining the Grounds of their Religion; and the 
Biſhop, who has built upon a Rock, is very ſure 
that the more fully they are diſcuſs'd, the more 
Th firmly they will ſtand. You differ in the manner 
Ip only, ſo that the Queſtions now between us are, 
1 Firſt, Whether it be the Duty of the Civil Magi- 
ſtrate (when he indulges a continued Liberty of 
Examination, with Calmne/s, Decency and Seriouſ- 
neſs,) to take Care at all Times, that Religion be 
not treated either in a Ludricous or Reproachful 
Manner. f 
Secondly, Whether it be not the Duty of the 
Civil Magiſtrate effectually to diſcourage ſuch 
Books and Writings as ſtrike equally at the Foun- 
dation of all Religion, and of Truth, Virtue, Se- 
riouſneſs, and good Manners; and by Conſequence 
at the Foundation of Civil Society. 

I have made two ye of what the Biſhop 
here propoſes, becauſe I conceive that in the firſt 
Religion is conſidered as abſtracted from the In- 

fluence 
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* 244 
fluence it has on humane Society; in the Second 
as productive and perfective of all thoſe Virtues, 
which are neceſſary to the Suhſiſtence of a Social 
State. | | 5 5 
In both theſe the Biſhop affirms, and you deny? 
and in order to convince the World that the Ma- 
giſtrate ought not to diſcourage thoſe who either 
blaſpheme or reproach Religion, you have ſpent 
about ſeven Pages, but without any other Iſſue than 
to ſhew your Cauſe too weak to be defended. The 


remaining Part of the firſt Queſtion is, whether the 


Magiſtrate ſhould take Care that Religion be not 
treated in a ludicrous Manner? Here you leave 
the true State of the Enquiry, and introduce ano- 
ther of your own in theſe Terms, I Whether a Man 
may not out of Charity to his Neighbour, expoſe the 
Folly of his Opinion, by ridiculing it as it deſerves. 
This you call the ſole Queſtion : whereas in your 
State the Parties are private Men; in ours the Ma- 
giſtrates and the Subject. In ours the Subject of the 
Queſtion is, The Grounds and Doctrines of the 


Chriſtian Religion; in yours the Folly of a Neigh- 


bour's Opinion. And the Reaſon of that manner 
of Treatment you plead for, as well as the Mea- 
fure by which it muſt be applied, ariſe purely from 


the Merits of this fooliſh Opinion, i“ muſt be expo- 


fed by ridiculing it as it deſerves, So that if you ſpeak. 
any Thing to 'the prefent Purpoſe, you muſt 
charge the Grounds and Doctrines of the Chriſtian 
Religion, as {9 many fooliſh Opinions, which every 
on? ſhould endeavour to laugh Mankind out of, 
by expoſing and ridiculing them as they deſerve, 
which muſt alſo ſuppoſe that they do deſerve it. 
Bur, | 
This, ſay you, the Letter-Writer “ bitterly in- 
veighs againſt, (and ſo I can aſſure you does every 


+ Ad p. 29. ; * Ibid. 
Man 
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(as far as my Acquaintance ) goes of any Credit 


among my Fellow-Citizens) calling it treating 


Religion after a /portful, unſerious, ludicrous, and 
reproachful Manner. (Yet I think there is a clear 
Difference between the three firſt and the laſt of theſe 
Epithets, and that Reproaches are more properly 
belonging ro Blaſphemy, ro which in my Opinion 
his Lordſhip has confined them.) And“ his Reaſon 
is, you ſay, That there is no Subject, how grave or 
ſublime ſoever, but may be turned into Feſt and Ridi- 
cule; and being ſo turned may be made to appear mean 
and ridiculous, Were I to ſpeak my own Thoughts, 
I ſhould here without ſcruple add, that the more 
grave and the more ſublime any Subject is, the 
more liable is it to this ſort of Inverſion, which the 
moſt judicious Obſervers of Nature truly attribute 
to the frequent Coincidence of Extremes. But if 
this pleaſe you not, let us ſuppoſe either your ſelf, 
Mr. Addrefler, or the wiſeſt Man upon Earth, 
ſtripp'd of your beſt Attire, and then dreſſed up 
like my Lord-Mayor's Fool, (for we have thoſe a- 
mong us, who by proper Management can make 
this Dreſs fit on any Man's Shoulders juſt as if ir 
was made for him ;) in this Caſe you muſt confeſs, 
that being ſo dreſſed, you would be made to appear 
mean and deſpicable, The Artifice weu'd take off the 
Reverence that belonged to you. The Grin, the Mi- 
mick, the Drollery, the profound Arguments of 
Jeſt and Ridicule, would only confirm our Opini- 
ons taken up at firſt Sight, that you and your Ha- 
bit were well put together; and J fear nothing leſs 
than the calm, decent, and ſerious uſe of Reaſon, 
could ever ſo undeceive thoſe about you, as to 
make them own, that you and the Perſon you re- 
preſented were not in Reality, but in Appearance 
only, the ſame. Otherwiſe perhaps upon a ſudden 
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Rencounter you and your Original, by a lucky 
Scene of Raillery, might prove as Entertaining, 
and your Pretenſions as doubtful as thoſe of the 
two Sofia's in Amphitryon. 8 

If you would confine your ſelf to the proper Sub- 
Ject of the Queſtion, viz. The Grounds of the Chri- 
ſtian Religion, &c. either you mult ſay, they are Opi- 
nions fit to be laughed at, or blot out your next Pa- 
ragraph, which might be well enough ſpared, unleſs 
that wonderful Queſtion at the end of it is too great 
a Favourite to be given up, viz. How can any one tell 
whether his Opinions are not ridiculous, if they never 
underwent the Trial ? As if a Man could not know 
that theſe Propoſitions, There 1s a God,---This God 
is to be honoured, Sc. —— Two and Two make 
Four, — The three. Angles of a Triangle are e- 
qual to two right Angles, I ſay, as if a Man could 
not know his Aſſent given in ſuch Caſes was not ri- 
diculous, unleſs forſooth, they had undergone the 


. Teſt and Trial of Ridicule, O]! How would Ariſto- 


ze or Euclid dote on ſuch a Maſter of Reaſon and 
Demonſtration |! 

But the Letter- Writer ſuppoſes, Such Writings 
& are calculated not to inform the Underſtanding, but 
ce fo corrupt the Heart * ” in which Suppoſition 
he has our hearty Concurrence, but if we will take 
your Word, all this is **F contrary to the Senſe of a very 
« good Fudge in this Matter . Muſt one for ever 
repeat, that the Biſhop's Subject is the Grounds of 
the Chriſtian Religion, &c. from whence he would 
baniſh the ludicrous Manner ? Now Horace, (whe- 
ther you know it or not,) in the Place you refer to, 
is ſpeaking particularly of Satyr and Comedy, and 
there, according to the known Rules of Writing, 
if this Aſſertion will hold good in regard to ſuch 


p. 29, 4 ad p 30. 
| ON | Follics 


* 


Ep 5 


Je * Follies, Immoralities, and Vices as are the common 
Subject of both, it is ſufficient. 


b- 5 f 

2 | Ridiculum acri 

. Fortins & Meliùs magnas plerumg; ſecat res. 

a- Sat. 10. 
But even here the Preference given to Ridicule is 
„ buy no means abſolute, but comparative only, as it 
» | may prove more uſeful than the vehement Manner, 
is = Ridiculum Acri Fortius; And Plerumg; or for the 
od molt part, (you'll excuſe the Tranſlation,) ſhews that 
ke the Author himſelf thought that many Times it 
might be omitted, with greater Proſpect of Succeſs, 
1d and why omitted, but that there was another, and 
ri. that a more proper Teſt? The uſe then of this 
he moſt claſſical and refin*d Species of Ridicule is here 
appropriated to Comedy and Satyr, and for the 
nd m part prefer'd to the vebement Manner, but 

not always to be practiſed. 

12s There are two more Species of Ridicule which 
"ue now occur to my Memory ; one of which This 
"I very good Fuage blames his Anceſtors for commend- 


* ing, The Plautinos ſales, and thinks their Patience 

little leſs than fooliſh in this Matter. So that all 
kind of Raillery is not allowable even in Comedy 
and Satyr. The other 1s, | 
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—— * Rupili pus atq; Venenun 
———-T Salſo multumq; fluenti 
Expreſſa Arbuſto Convicia. 


* —— 22 


— 


"A 


I need not ſay what the Author's Opinion was of 
this, who ſuppoſes the particular Story. 
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And you'll never find it eaſy to excuſe Mr W_— 
from the Poiſon of Rupilius. I mention him as be- 
ing the Perſon more immediately in view in this De- 
bare. But, 

To ſhew you how far this very good Fudge and 
the Biſhop are really of a Mind in this important 
Subject, it is my humble Opinion, that his Lord- 
ſhip muſt have had this very Author in his 
Thoughts when he penn'd the controverted Paſſage. 
The Choice of the Word Ludicrous, induced my 
Opinion, and will juſtifie it. Horace in his declining 
Years, giving himſelf up to Retirement, and the 
Search of Truth and Decency, writes thus to his 
Great Mzcenas. 


* Nunce itaq; & verſus & Cetera Ludicra pono, 
Quid verum atq; decens curo & rogo ; 


If all ludicrous Things in the Opinion of his ve- 
ry good Fudge, were to be laid aſide before he could 


enter upon the due Examination of Philoſophical 


Debates, with what ſhew of Modeſty can Horace be 
produced as oppoling his Lordſhip's Opinion, when 
he ſpeaks moſt expreſsly in Commendation of it? 
I would here adviſe your Readers to the ufe of 
Caution in the Peruſal of your Quotations, fince 
the Authority of the Author now cited, is ſo full 
and manifeſt againſt you. But perhaps you had it 
from the Motto of a Pamphlet, and ſo may Excuſe 
your felt from any Deſign of deceiving, ſince you 
gave it as you found it. Neither, 

Will the Scriptures prove more favourable to 
you than the Claſſicks. Elijab we acknowledge did 
rally Baal, but none of the People that we know 
of, looked on this either as Argument or Convic- 
tion 3 what Doubts, they had, remained unremoved 


* Fp 1. J. x, + Ad, p. 30, 


till 


I 29 


till the time of offering the Evening Sacrifice, when 
* the Fire of God fell, and conſumed the Burnt-Sacri- 
fice, &c. It was upon the Sight of this Miracle, 
wrought by the Prayer of Elijab, that the People 
fell on their Faces, and ſaid, The Lord he is God, the 
Lord he is God, So that you ſee, Mr. Addreſſer, 
that in thoſe Days which you refer to, Raillery 
was not, and Miracles were received as Arguments: 
which if you pleaſe you may conſider, or elſe com- 
miſerate the wretched Death of Baa”s Prophets, 
whom theſe deJuded Pcople took and flew at the 
Brook Kiſbon, for want of knowing what you could 
have ſo Rounaly Aſſerted, that the Devil might have 
ſent this Fire from Heaven, though the End of it 
was to confirm Men in the Worſhip of the only 
true God. Had it been your happy Fate to have 
lived in thoſe Days, not only a Place at FezebePs 
Table, but the whole Adminiſtration had been cer- 
tainly in your Hands. But why is the Example of 
Elijah produced? I am ſure you know too wel! of 
what Spirit you are, to deſire Men ſhould imitate 
that angry Prophet, who cauſed Fire to come down 
from Heaven on other Occaſions, and valued, as 
you may think, Mens Bodies no more than our Ap- 
prentices do Faggots on a Coronation-Day. 

But (and with what Solemnity is it introduced! 
does not this Writer know, that there are Men, whom 
the Lord will laugh at, and have them in deriſion! 
Yes ; This Writer does very well know it, and 
does know alſo (what you wiſh he did not know) 
what ſort of Men theſe are. For the P/almiſt has 
twice ſpecified thein in theſe Words ; viz. Ver. 5, 
and v. 14. That they go to and fro in the Evening; that 
they grin like a Dog, and run about thro? the City, Pſ. 
lix. And yet I doubt not but theſe Grinners look*d on 
that kind of Jeſt and Raillery ( which makes the 


* 1 Kipgs xvii. 


Pſalmiſt 


[ 30 ] 


Pjalmiſt here compare them to a Dog and denounce 
God's Judgments againſt them) as the only Teſt 
and Trial of Truth, in the uſe of which they were 
very free in their Evening Walks and Meetings 
through the Ciry. This Writer alſo knows, that 
the many Phraſes which occur in Scripture, of God's 
breaking the Teeth, and ſmiting the Faw-bone of the un- 
godly, &c. are all applicable to the ſame ſort of 
Men, who are there commonly ftiled, Scorners, 
Frols, Mockers, &c. 


Let theſe be Specimens of your Judgment and 


Sincerity in the Application of U ene LY 


leaft J hope they may excuſe me, a 
elſe from giving any Credit to them. 
The Grounds of the Chriſtian Religion, and the 
Doctrines of it, were treated both by South and 
Sherlock with the utmoſt Deference, and what they 
ridiculed in each other was their own Deductions 
and Explanations of theſe Doctrines; the ſame 
Diſtinction will eaſily. reſolve every thing you ſay 
on this Head; for which reaſon I know you will 
take ſpecial care to neglect or forget it. Since 
Then, neither Claſſicks nor Scripture, neither 
Reaſon nor Revelation will allow this licentious Uſe 
of Raillery, Grinning and Ridicule in the Exami- 


nd every body 


nation of the moſt ſerious and important Truths; 


and fince @ free and ferpetual Liberty of Debate is 
in the preſent Caſe permitted, I make no Scruple to 
conclude for the affirmative Side of the Queſtion, 
viz. That it is the Duty of the Civil Magiſtrate 
{when he has allowed a calm &c. Freedom of Debate) 
at all times to take care that Religion be not treated 
either in a ludicrous or reproachful Manner. For, 
Reaſon reduced into the known and eſtabliſhed 
Forms of Argument, is undoubtedly the laſt and 
the only infallible Teſt of Truth and Falſhood ; 
and where the Magiſtrate 1s pleaſed to allow the 
Beſt Method of diſcovering Truth to be uſed at All 
| g Times, 
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Times, how can any one of Knowledge and Vera- 
city prevail upon himſelf to ſay, that it is Perſecu- 
tion to be denied the Uſe of a Method, which is 
ſubje&t to much Fallacy and Diſorder, and which 
muſt at laſt ſubmit to the Teſt of Reaſon thus d:- 
reed, in order to ſhew itſelf concluſive? Or how 
can any one complain, that the Magiſtrate is a Child 
of Hell, becauſe when he has encouraged a fair 
Examination, he deſires there may be no Abuſe, 
Calumny or Reproach mixed with it? For my own 
part, I fee the Affairs of our City thrive very well 
in the calm, decent, and ſerious Way; and I be- 
lieve an Author would find but a very cold Recep- 
tion from our Court of Aldermen, who ſhould at- 
tempt, with all your Authority, and I may add 
with all your Modeſty too, to prove them guilty of 
Perſecution, Popery and Tyranny, unleſs they im- 
mediately admitted Harlequins, Merry- Andrews, 
and the Basket Carriers ( Billinſaate among their 
Liſt of Freemen. 

It Reaſon cannot fatisfy you how the Manner of 
doing a lawful Thing can make it unlawful, (which 
(a) is here again trump'd up) I muſt once more refer 


you to what has been before ſaid of ------ Scoinging 


and the Gallows for further Inſtruction. 

The noble Author, as you mention him, ſup— 
poſes the Subject of his Ridicule to be (6) Im poſta re 
and Deformity; ſo that unleſs the Religion which 


his Lordſhip defends falls under one of theſe Heads, 


we are not at all concerned in it. Neither are we, 
who allow the beit and the ſureſt Teſt, at all un- 
eaſy at what you are pleaſed to ſay of moſt Clergy- 
men, that they (c) labour to prevent their Opinions 
being brought to this or indeed any other Teſt. 

I am glad to find you own the Letter-Writer 
{ notwithſtanding all that has hitherto paſſed ) a 
Man of Truth and Conſcience, otherwiſe the (d) Ap- 


(a) Ad. p. IS. (6 Ibid. 5 : a 
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eal you make to him is fooliſh and abſurd, ſince 
without theſe good Qualities not the moſt true, but 
the moſt expedient Anſwer would be returned, And 
if you will allow me to diſtinguiſh between that 
Part of Religion in the Church of Rome which is 
truly Chriſtian, and that which is foreign and in 
many Caſes contrary to the Truths of Chriſtianity, 
the innumerable Additions and Superſtructures of 
Stubble, Straw and Hay; I conceive that, in regard 
to the firſt, (to which alone our preſent Contro- 
verſy is confined ) his Lordſhip would be exceeding 
glad to ſee the ſame Liberty, which he allows here, 
be allowed in the Roman Church; and I do not 
know of any Proteſtants abroad who deſire a 
greater, having never yet ſeen, in their repeated 
Complaints of Cruelty and. Perſecution, the leaſt 
Notice taken of being debarred the great Teſt of 
feurrilons Ridicule and abuſive Language.. And, 

The Method which the Biſhop has propoſed, 
viz. The Calm, &c. does certainly affect all Parties 
aitke ; but as far as I can collect from his Lord- 


ſhip's Writings, (being a perfect Stranger to the 


Honour of his Converſation } it is confined to the 
moſt important Subjects, the Grounds and Doctrines 
of the Chriſtian Religion; in other Caſes I conceive 
we have ſtill a Liberty to purſue the Advice of a 
great but plain-dealing Author, in anſwering a Fool 
according to his Fully, as he ſpeaks, which I hope 
may prove a uſeful Caution againſt your growing 
overwile in your own Concelt. 
Here let any competent Judge determine, what 
a ſucceſsful Advocate you have been for Blaſphe- 
my, and treating ſacred Things after an unſerious 
Manner. For my own part, I know you to be 
ſuch an one as your Cauſe deſerves; and doubt 
not but others will know it too. Nay to 
do you all poſſible Juſtice, you your ſelf, 
| | ( from 


(from whom I ſhall expect it) uſe Modeſty and 
Diffidence in your Expreſſions, viz. ©* * Haying, 
« as I think, ſafficiently expoſed, Sc. Your 
Followers, who have ſo long been uſed to feed on 
nothing but Demonſtration, will never like this 
imaginary Diet.. But Church-Hiſtory and Decla- 
mation will perhaps regain your Credit, where Ar- 

ument, and (what I never thought of) Aſſurance 
itſelf has failed you. 

We have now conſider'd Six of thoſe Facts, 
which his Lordſhip produced to ſhew, That 
ſome Men bad a Deſign to undermine Religion, &c. * 
and have fully juſtified them, but with no ſuch Hel- 
liſh Deſign ( as your great encreaſe of Charity would 
moſt inhumanly ſuggeſt ) of pointing Men out to be 
inſulted by the Mob f. I could therefore have 
wiſhed you had well conſidered what 7ob ſays, but 
two or three Verſes before the Paſſage you tranſ- 
cribe; for unleſs you can ſhow, that the Papiſts 
allow what the Biſhop defends ----- a Liberty of De- 
bate at all times, &c. when you endeavour to make 
His Caſe and Theirs appear in the ſame Degree of 
Odiouſneſs and Deformity, are you not a || Forger 
of Lies, a Phyſician of no Value? O that you would 
altogether hold your Peace, and it ſhould be your Wiſdom ! 

But now, to our great Surprize, we are ſent back 
to the ſixth Page of the Paſtor:.] Letter, where 
the ſecond Rule our Biſhop gives us ſtands thus : 
As a farther Proof of your Sincerity, be careful 
<« anddiligent in the Uſe of all thoſe Means which 
« God has afforded you for the right Underſtand- 
ing of his Will”. Then we are adviſed to read, 
compare, and make the Scriptures familiar to us, and 
not to fail to pray to God for his Bleſſing on our 
Enquiries. ** And if after all your own Endea- 
% yours (adds the Biſhop ) you meet with Diffi- 


* Ad. p. 36. + Ad. p. 37. Job. xiii 4, . 
| A „ culties 
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e culties of any kind, have recourſe to ſome Per- 
t ſons of Piety and Learning, upon whoſe Know- 
edge and Judgment you believe you may fafely 
* rely (a) ”. And 
I ſhould be glad to hear, Mr. Addreſſer, how 
you are ſure that theſe Perſons of Piety and Learn- 
ing, ſuppoſing the Difficulties inſuperable, would 
ot tell them that they ſhould not continue their 
Uneaſineſs, if after the Uſe of thoſe Endeavours 
which God himſelf had preſcribed, they did not 
find all the Satisfaction they expected? But whe- 
ther the Biſhop acts moſt like a Papiſt, as you moſt 
lovingly inſinuate, „in adviſing every one of us, 
“ to read, compare, and make the Scripture fa- 
&« miliar to us, and in Caſe of Difficulties, Sc. to 
« apply to ſome private Perſons” ; or whether 
you imitate the 7-/u:?, in ſuppreſſing what is there 
ſaid of the Scriptures, and in miſplacing thoſe 
Words of the Letter you pretend to quote, a Man 
need not be Infallible to decide. 
But from hence (I ſuppoſe, as not liking your 
reſent Situation) you (b) inſtantly remove to ano- 
lor Place, (c) where the ſixth Rule ſtands thus: 
« Do not reckon the Truth of any Diſpenſation 
ce or Doctrine to be really doubiful, merely becauſe 
% ſome Men affect to make a Doubt of it. There 
© are Monſters in Mind as well as in Body. The 
Word merely, by the Uſe of which the whole of 
this Caution is qualified, was not, as I conceive, for 
your purpoſe; and therefore, like a true Son of 
Loyola, ( whoſe (d) Religion, if J miſtake not, 
you once profeſſed ) you took care to omit it. 
Again, you can by no means, you ſay, approve 
the Letter-Writer's Advice, Not (e) to regard 


. 


(a) Paſt. Lett. p.6. lbid. (5) Ad. p 38, 
(c) Paſt. Lett. p. 12. (d) Vid. 2d Defence of Rights, p.79. 


(e) Ad. p. 39. 
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< what is ſaid by Men, who in the general Courſe 
ce of their Lives have been vicious and irregular ”. 
The Reference you make for this Quotation, di- 
res us backward to Paſt, Lett. p. 7. where I ſup- 
poſe what you deſign falls under the Third Rule ; 
viz. ** After you have ſecured the Sincerity of 
«© your own Hearts, attend to the Lives of thoſe 
& who endeavour to ſeduce you, or whom you ſee 
“ endeavouring to ſeduce others; whether in the 
* general Courſe of them they have been ſober, 
„and regular, and virtuous; or on the contrary, 
vicious and irregular, If the latter; do not 
% wonder that they take ſo much Pains to reaſon 
«© themſelves into Infidelity, without which their 
Minds cannot be eaſy in the Enjoyment of their 
«© Vices; nor that they become Advocates for it, 
and are induſtrious ro gain Proſelytes, on pur- 
„ poſe to keep themſelves in Countenance, and to 
„ make their Vices leſs infamous, by being more 
„ faſhionable “'. 

But theſe are not the only Perſons, as you ob- 
ſerve, to whom his Lordſhip adviſes us to attend. 
& There are Men who diſdain to think in the com- 
„ mon Way; and valuing themſelves upon a more 
than ordinary Share of Knowledge and Penetra- 
tion, do always affect Novelty and Singularity 
* in Opinion, Which oppoſing Humour was well 
*« expreſſed by one of our modern Advocates for 
„ Infidelity, in what he is reported to have ſaid of 
* one of his Fellow-Labourers to this Effect: 
That if his own Opinions were eſtabliſhed to Day, 
he would oppoſe them To- morrow ”. 

J have here laid together juſt as it ſtands in the 
Paſtoral Letter, ( by which you ſee that we fear 
not the Light) what you have artfully ſcattered and 
miſplaced (for Reaſons as well known 72 me as 10 


* Paſt, Lett. p. 7, 8. 
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your ſelf) through five ſeveral Pages. You have 
indeed, for the ſame Reaſons, in the middle of it, 
given us a Paſſage taken from another Place, bur 
introduced thus ---- * Such Men are afraid, &c. ----- 
as if the whole was one continued length of Speech. 
Whereas you know that you took it five Pages off, 
where it fell under the Sixth Rule. But to ſhew my 
Inclination to oblige you, I will ſet it down here. 
«« + The Truth is, Follies and Abſurdities in Opi- 
„ nion are without End, where Men give them- 
e ſelves up to Scepticiſm, and at the ſame Time 
Care poſitive and conceited, and afraid that they 
& ſhall not ſufficiently diſtingutſh themſelves, and 
« tranſmit their Names to Poſterity with Advan- 
tc tage, but by broaching odd and ſingular No- 
« tions, and by thinking differently from the Ge- 
© nerality of Mankind, which leads them of 
* Courſe to oppoſe whatever is generally received 
« and eftabliſhed. | 15 

To this you firſt object, þ That Truth is the 
e ſame by whomſoever delivered, *tis what is ſaid, 
«© and nog who ſaysit*”. Which may be received 
as 2 good general Obſervation ; but you can never 
prove, that the Influence of it will at all affect 
thoſe- Particulars which the Biſhop mentions. For 
may not a wicked Man, notwithſtanding what you 
fay, endeavour to find out Reaſons to make him- 
ſelf eaſy in his Wickedneſs? And may not the ſame 
Man endeavour to make others as wicked as him- 
ſelf, in order to make his own Practice appear 
more faſbionable, or to have the Pleafure of Com- 
panions in his Excefles, or the Protection and De- 
fence of Friends when detected and accuſed ? What 
the Biſhop ſpeaks is this: That a wicked Man 
continuing in his Wickedneſs, is an improper Perſon 
to be conlulted about the Truths of Chriſtianity. 


* Ad. p. 41. + Paſt. Lett. p. 12. + Ad. p. 30. 
Certainly 
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Eertainly a Gentleman of your tranſcribing muſt 
have an account of a very ſubtle Animal, who, 
upon the Loſs of his Bruſh, (though occaſioned by 
Chance not Deſign ) endeavour'd much, and with 
great Variety of Argument, to perſuade all of his 
own Species into the ſame BobtaiPd Condition. We 
Citizens know what we are doing, when we inſtruct 
our Children with ſuch Relations as theſe, and think 
our ſelves very prudent in the Application. This 
is the fr/} Reaſon the Biſhop aſſigns to excite our 
Caution, though you are pleaſed to place it laſt. 

The next is, That there are Men who diſ- 
e dain to think in the common way, Sc. And 
of this the Biſhop gives us an Inſtance in relating 


what vas reported of one addicted to this Op- 


« poſing Humour. Yet give me leave to tell 
you, there 1s nothing here intended bur a probable 
Inducement, ſuch as may ariſe from an Example or 
Specimen of the Truth aſſerted. We have no oc- 
caſion to borrow Help from your Logick, and call 
that an #ndoubted Proof, (as you are pleaſed to ſay 
we * do) which has the Force only of a ſingle In- 
ſtance. 

If you know nothing of the Truth of this Re- 
port, why do you labour ſo much to overthrow 
the Probability of it? If it touches you in a ſenſible 
Part, what, have you loſt the Benefit of Diſſimu- 
lation for a Minute? Now the Story, if you pleaſe 
to obſerve it, cannot mean, as your great Judg- 
ment would firſt of all ſuggeſt, + That this In- 
<< fide] would oppoſe the Eſtabliſhment of his own 
Opinions, becaufe the Oppoſition is there ſup- 
poſed to be a Day after ſuch Eſtabliſhment 3 if 
they were eſtabliſned to Day, ſays the formal 
* Manner of the Story, he would oppoſe them To- 
<< morrow ”: You ſubjoin therefore, or he would 


* Ad. p. 40. + Ibid. p. 4r. 5 
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oppoſe them as eſtabliſhed; which 1s certainly trae. 
For you muſt know, that the ſame Reaſons which 
firſt of all made him diſdain the common Way, ariſing 
altogether from its being ſuch, will ſubſiſt in as 
full Force againſt any other, which ſhall afterward 
become fo: For this Pride, Self-Conceit, Spirit of Con- 
tradition, Aﬀeftation of Novelty,and Singularity in Opi- 
nion, taking all their Arguments of Diſlike from the 
Commoneſs, not from any Conſideration intrinſic to 
an Opinion; becauſe Eſtabliſoment does, generally 
fpeaking, produce a public Aﬀent, which is here 
called the common Way; we may reaſonably con- 
clude, that the ſame Cauſe would be followed by 
the fame Effect, and that a Man of ſuch a urbu- 
tent and haughty Spirit would oppoſe them To-morrow, 
Bur, 
Say you, *©* Suppoſe what this Story-Teller ſays 
eis true of one Man” : Why then, ſay I, what 
he ſpeaks is Truth, and what is true of one Man 
may be true of two, and ſo on; and that from 
thence we may collect the Neceſſity and Uſe of 
Caution, before we form our Judgment. And the 
Story-Teller ( as your wonderful good Breeding is 
pleafed to ſtile his Lordſhip) has no more to do 
with it. | 

Now if you were as well acquainted with the old 
Philoſophers, as, you ſay, you are with the Fa- 
thers, ( and that you may be ſo 1s more than proba- 
ble ) you would find many Notions among their 
Writings which proceeded from no other Origin 
than a ſtrong Ambition in their ſeveral Authors, of 
being talk'd of as Men of greater Penetration, and 
more exact Diſcernment than the common Herd of 
their Fellow- Creatures. But to leave Antiquity, 
and come nearer Home: Sure, Mr. Addreſſer, you 
muſt know that this City is not without ſome Eu- 
ter priſing Men in Buſineſs, who act under the In- 


fluence of all b9/e good Qualities which the —_— 
| nere 
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here deſcribes, who diſdain as much to be Rich in a 
common way, as you can to be Religious; who 
out of pure Love and Affection to Mankind, are e- 
ver furniſhing us with new and quick Succeſſions 
of Schemes, to make us as Happy and as Flouriſhing 
a People as we were in the Tear 1720. Now theſe 
Men of Singularity, Novelty, and Oddnejs we call 
Projectors, and frequently obſerve, that when they 
promiſe Mountains of Gold to any who will come 
into their Meaſures, They are forced to borrow 
Money to pay a Reckoning, Whether their Caſh 
and your Religion, would keep the Balance even, 
I will not now enquire ; but fairly promiſe, that 
when I let a Town-Rake, or a Free-Liver into Part- 
nerſhip, or admit a Projector into my Counting- 
Houſe, and ſettle Wife and Family (in whom at pre- 
ſent I can diſcover no Inclination either to farve 
or beg) on one of his Bubbles, then, but not till then, 
will I do the ſame by my Chriſtianity; *tis then 
a Man of Self-Conceit and Pride ſhall dreſs up my 
Creed in the neweſt Faſhion, and one of your de- 
bauched Sons of Liberty ſhall direct my Conſcience. 
In the mean Time, if his Lordſhip adviſes us to the 


uſe of ſuch Caution in regard to another World, as® 


Experience tells us is neceſſary to our Well-Being in 
this, J am ſure he will never fail of Credit and Com- 
Pliance. 
Thus much for cloſe Argument. Now for that 
Terrible Deciſive Engine of yours, called Raillery. 
Where the Biſhop has mentioned Singularity in O- 
pinions, the Word is conſtantly uſed to expreſs a 
blameable Afefration and Oddneſs in them. From 


this repeated Senſe of the Word, (after you have 


very dolefully commiſerated the Caſe of a Man, 
who ſhould affect Singularity in Religion,) you 
cake Occaſion to attempt a Wirticiſm, * Sin- 


* Ad. p. 42. | 
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« pularity (ſay you) is ſuch an odious Crime, this 
Writer will never be guilty of. Is not this 
what you blame the * taking Words ſometimes in one 
Senſe, ſometimes in another ? or will this Raillery 
ſtand the Teſt of your preſcribing, and ＋ bear the 
moſt ſerious Examination, You muſt equivocate in 
the uſe of the Word, or you have no Founda- 
tion for a Quibble; and if no 2uibble, no pre- 
rence for Raillery or Satyr. If Singularity, as a 
Subſtantive, is taken in a good Senſe, (which I do 
not remember in any Author I have read,) then 
can it never be an odious Crime, if in a bad Senſe, 
then you pay the Biſhop a Compliment, in ſuppo- 
ſing he will never be guy of it. But the Truth 
is, you borrow an Idea from the Adverb, Singular- 
45, which is frequently uſed to expreſs an high 
Degree of Attainment in any Virtue or Study, and 
then confound the other Idea, which belongs to 


the Subſtantive with it, in order to make your 


Keader ſhew his Teeth. And This 1s the Great 
Infallible Teſt to which All Religion muſt be brought, 
or in your Opinion, Bondage, Chains, and Popery 
will enſue. And yet I dare affirm, that in all your 

xtenſive Knowledge, you cannot find one Logician, 
who will Roundly Aſſert, That a Syllogiſm, with 


four Terms, is the only Concluſive way of Rea- 


ſoning. 

Your laſt Remark on theſe two Cautions is, that 
they are directly oppoſite. As if a Man could 
not be made a Bankrupt, by acting under the Di- 
rection of a ſingle Projector, as effectually and as 
ſoon too, as if he entertained a Company of Town 
Rakes. And if there are more ways than one by 
which a Man may be induced to part with his Re- 


[igion or his Money; It is certainly great Kindneſs in 


* Ib. p. 32. + Ibid. p, 34: u Ad. p. 42. 
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any one to prepare his Friends for Caution, on all 


Sides. | 
I am perſwaded, you know the Biſhop neither 


does think nor ſay, That Reaſon will make Men 
either Infidels or Debauchees , any more than that he 
would have them fate up their Religion without Ex- 
amination, ſo that all your kind Inſinuations of 
this Nature muſt return into your own Boſom. Bur 
you equivocate again in promiſcuouſly confound- 
ing the Ideas of the Word Reaſon, as a Subſtantive 
and as a Verb. 

Here you take your leave of us for the preſent, 
and run into your uſual Common-Place Invective 
againſt Prieſts of all Kinds, as Thread-bare a Pane- 
gyrick on the Deiſts, and rejoice in giving us T a 
refined Glance of the Roman Conſtitution ; where 
Hiſtory ſufficiently informs us, That thoſe Patriots, 
whoſe Great and uſeful Qualities advanced them 
from a private Courſe of Life, to the higheſt De- 
gree of Honour in that Republick, were as Inſtru- 
mental as any in the Preſervation, and in the Glory 
of the State ; neither were their Per/ons when Liv- 
ing, or their Images and Memory afterward leſs re- 


ſpected than thoſe of the Hereditary Nobility, from 


whoſe concurrent Judgment and Approbation they 
received theſe Rewards of Virtue, and immortal 
Enſigns of Deſert and Reputation. You then give 
a tranſient ſtroke at the || Uſe of Miracles, but quote 
nothing expreſsly from your Letter-Writer till p. 
51. where you blame his Application of a Text of 
Scripture, and ſay, That he is ſo far from quoting it 
to the fame purpoſe Jeſus did; that People might judge 
whether what he taught was of God, or of himſelf, 
that hz leaves out the laſt Words, &c. Let us ſee 
1 whoſe Pretenſions are the beſt ſupported. 
ow 


id. p. 44. + Ad. p. 46. 1 Ib. 49. Re 
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The Difficulty which the Jews could not reſolve 
was this *. How it was poſſible for a Man, who 


had not been bred a Scholar, to teach as Jefus did. fir 
To which Feſus anſwers, that his Doctrine was not Q 
his own, (not acquired by Humane Inſtitution, or At 
calculated for his own Advantage, ) but given by red 
him that ſent him. And then to prevent a Queſti- the 
on, which in all Probability would have been aſk- (w. 
ed, viz, How any one might be ſatisfied that his po 
Doctrine was not his own, but his that ſent him? ple 
Feſus adds, If any Man will do his Will, he ſhall Pre 
know of the Doctrine, whether it be of God, or whe- the 
ther I ſpeak of my jelf. Here is manifeſtly the Per- ſur 
formance of a Condition previouſly required dot 


If any Man, &c. and a promiſſary Aſſurance conſe- eds 
quent upon it, He /hall know, &c. But by what! one 
Means, whether Natural or Supernatural, whether! 
by an extraordinary and more immediate Act of |; nev 
Divine Illumination, or by the more ordinary Co Ell 
operation of God's Grace with humane Endeavours, but 
or by the Strength of «na/iſted Reaſon, is not | PP 
ſaid. So that your Inference is impertinent, and I 


no ways deducible from the Text; for upon recit- gar 
ing it, you ſay, Here is a plain Rule by which! Prie 
« all Men may eaſily diſcern the Will of God, viz. |# Wh? 
If a Doctrine be from God, it muſt by its uſe- |#F whe 
ce fulneſs diſcover itſelf to be the Will of a moſt ficul 
c“ gracious Being. Whereas the Means by which | the 
this Promiſe will be fulfilled, are not /pecified or firm 
conſined, but left open and indefinite to his Will and 5 * Je 4 
Pleaſure, who has ſaid, and who (as we Chriſtians No. 
perſwade our ſelves) will therefore take efe#nual # Joh 
Care, That whoever does his Will ſpall know f (if 5 
the Doctrine, whether it be of God, or whether Jeſus x con 
ſpoke of himſelf, as oppo#d io God, Hea 
Here in Order to make the Syztax the fuller, we = 
eſs 
- ® Foln, vii, 17. v. 15. v. 16, v. 17. + Ad. p. 50; _ 
| and 


find the Particle whether, which of itſelf imports a 

ueſtion, and ſo a Doubt, repeated with the expreſs 
Addition of that Clauſe which kept their Minds from 
receiving this Doctrine, as from God. Not that in 
theſe Dis-junfiive Forms of propoſing any Thing, 
(where one Part of the Subject is ſo manifeſtly op- 
poſed, and contradiſtinguiſhed, to All other Princi- 
ples of Nature, as the Authority of God 1s in the 
Preſent Caſe,) there is any Neceſlity of repeating 
the /ub/equent and oppoſite Member. For if I am 
ſure of knowing whether any Doctrine is from God, 
don't you think, Mr. Addreſſer, that ſuch a Know- 
ledge muſt alſo let me know whether it is from any 
one elſe, as oppoſed to God, although this Alterna- 
tive ſhould not be expreſsly mentioned. Did you 
never hear of a certain Scheme of Speaking, called, 
Elli pſis oppoſiti, +3 wrwequins (you know what J mean, 
but for fear you ſhould not,) it is a leaving out the 
oppoſite Member in ſuch Caſes as the/e. | 

Let us here ſuppoſe for once, that Jeſus, in re- 
gard to John's Baptiſm, had aſked the“ Chief 
Prieſts in theſe Words, Tell me of this Baptiſm, 
whether it be from Heaven? I here deſire to know, 
whether they would not have found as great a Dif- 
ficulty in the choice of an Anſwer, as they did from 
the more explicit Propoſal of tt? If they had af- 


firmed, Feſas might have ſaid, by then believe 
- ye him not? If they had denied, All the People 
would have ſtoned them, for they were perfwaded that 


John was a Prophet. Since then this Elliptical, or 
(if you like it better) contracted form of Speaking 
conveys the ſame Idæas into the Underſtanding of the 
Hearers or Readers, as are received from the other 
more explicit manner of Propoſal; it is your Buſi- 
neſs to prove, that there will be an Alteration cau- 
ſd in our internal Judgment of Things, when 


Mat. xxi. Luße xx. 
G 2 there 
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there is none in thoſe Ideas from whence this Judg- 
ment is neceſſarily collected, or elſe your egregious 
Confidence in perverting Scripture, and your egregi- 
ous Ignorance in the common uſe of Language, 
might very well have both been ſpar'd in working 
up that * egregious Nonſenſe with which you would 
Compliment the Biſhop ; whoſe Words I will here 
tranſcribe with the Addition of this laſt Clauſe, which 
you ſay will make it ſo. 

In explaining the firſt Rule (for hither you are 
3 to remand us at this diſtance from it.) His 
Lordſhip ſays, This is a neceſſary Preparati- 
on for the Knowledge of Divine Truths, to be 
«© willing to know, and ready to Practice 
<< And therefore our Saviour lays down this as the 
„ true Foundation of Divine Knowledge, if any 
<< Man will do God's Will, he ſhall know of the 
< Doctrine, whether it be of God, or whether I 
« ſpeak of myſelf; implying that a ſincere Deſire 
* to know the Truth, with an honeſt Diſpoſition 
« to conform our Wills and Affections to it when 
© known, is the beſt Preſervative againſt Error in 
«© Religion, and carries with it a well-grounded 
« Aſſurance of the Divine Aid, to aſſiſt Perſons fo 
e diſpoſed in their Enquiries after Truth. ** This 
Comment is the Juſt and Natural Reſult of the 
Text; and any one may plainly ſee that the Ad- 
dition of the laſt disjuniive Member, (which indeed 
was before neceſſarily implied in the Recital of the 
firſt,) makes not the leaft Change in the Senſe. 
And, 

I think it very plain that when any one adviſes 
me to a ſincere Deſire to know the Truth, and to join 
that Deſire to an honeſt Diſpoſition of Conformity to 
it, when known; who tells me it will preſerve 
from Error, &c. I think I am at the fame Time 


* Ad. p. 52. + Paſt, Let. p. 5. 
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directed how to apply this “ Sincerity, (as you Cite 
it,) or + ſincere Deſire, as the Words are, which is 
here recommended, and more fully ſpoken of in 
the next and ſecond Rule, which you therefore take 
Care to overlook. Yet I ſhould be very ready 
to impute your Management of the Text before us 
to the Want of Directions how to apply a ſincere De- 
fire of Truth; if any other Paſſage in your Addreſs 
had given me the leaft Reaſon to think you ever 
deſigned any Thing but Abuſe, Falſebood and Decep- 
tion in the whole Conduct of it. 


I am fo far of your Opinion, as to think there 


are others beſides the || Fewi/h Rabbies, who was it 
not tor the Honour they receive in the reciprocal 
Compliments and Idolatry of Wiſdom, Penetration, 
Fudement, Free-thinking, &c. might eaſily believe 
and become tolerable Chriſtians, and perhaps ſhew 
as great a Melting of Bowels for the ſake of the 
poor Brethren, as you do in the next J Paragraph, 
where you again tax the Biſhop with quoting only 
a part of the Text, omitting that which makes for 
their Privilege — Good Man] What Prayers, what 
Thanks, can reward your Tenderne/:, your Compaſ- 
fion to the Flock of Chriſt? I almoſt wiſh myſelf 
leſs acquainted with you, that my Charity might 
be able to give ſome Credit to a Generoſity ſo ex- 
tenſive. But your Concern for the Brethren, (who 
to your infinite Mortification, by this Time pretty 
well underſtand your Meaning) has really either 
put out the Eyes of your Judgment, or ſealed u 
the Lips of Truth, and opened thoſe of Falſchood, 
As will ſoon appear from a Review of the Biſhop's 
ninth Rule, viz. 

„That you be careful to preſerve upon your 
Minds a ſerious Regard and Reverence to Things 


* Ad. Pp. 51 + Fall Let Þ. 5. 1 Ad. p. 53- 
+ Ad. p. 54. — Paſt, Lett, p. 42. 
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46 
& Sacred. And theſe Things are there divided into 
ſuch as relate Particularly, 1ſt. to God's Word. 
2dly. His Name, 3dly. His Day. Athly. His Houſe 
and Ordinances. 5thly. His Miniſtry, and each of 
theſe Particulars the Biſhop treats of apart, and in 
a ſeparate Section. Now - 

Admitting that for the preſent to be the true 
Senſe of the Phraſe, Exhorting one another, which 
you would inſinuate,---viz. That every Chriſtian has a 
right to perform all the Offices of the Prieſthood: This 
Interpretation will afford us the beſt Reaſon ima- 

S$inable for the Omi/ion of it. For the Biſhop, as 
has been ſhewn, propoſing to treat of the Houſe of 
God under one Head, and of the Miniſtry under 
Another, it would have been abſurd in its ſelf, and 
contrary to the known uſe of Reaſoning, to have in- 
ſerted any Paſſages in Scripture, declaratory of the 
Intent, or Sacredneſs of the One, when he was /epa- 
rately treating of the other. Such Confuſion belongs 
not to this Paſtoral Letter, whoſe Buſineſs it is to 
inform, not to deceive the Minds of Men. Whatever 
therefore ſupports your Interpretation makes the O- 
miſſion. of it not only juſtifiable, but even neceſſary. 

Let us here ſuppoſe, that any of the Brethren, 

(who you know are Men of Faith) ſhould aſk you, 
Mr. Addreſſer, when you delight in ſuch large and 
full Quotations, how you came not to take in 
what ſtood juſt before, Let us draw near 
with a true Heart, in full Aſſurance of Faith, let 
us hold faſt the Profeſſion of our Faith without waver- 
ing, &c. Is it becauſe a true Heart; A full Aſſu- 
rance of Faith, &c. are inconſiſtent with your 
changeable and deſultory Scheme of Worſhip ? Or 
is it becauſe the Nature of a Citation requires no- 
thing more to be tranſcribed than what immediately 
relates to the Point in Queſtion ? If the latter, I 
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hope we may enjoy this Privilege in common with 


ou; if the former, give us Reaſon to remove our 
ealouſie. — After all, Mr. Addreſſer, if I ſhould 


tell you that theſe Words which you ink or at 


leaſt ſay, make ſo much for the Privilege of the 
Brethren, mean no more than that the Chriſtians of 
that Time, which was a Time of Perſecution, 
ſhould perſwade and encourage one another to go 


to Church, and that this Meaning may be well ſup- 


orted from the Context, and from the uſe of the 
ord ragexzaxin, you would certainly find it no 
eaſy Matter to diſprove my Aſſertion. 
Here you again complain, that the Biſhop left 
out theſe Words, (viz.) * or whether I ſpeak of 


myſelf, becauſe he ſuppoſes Chriſt taught ſomething that 


would not bear that Teſt, &c. but it being already 
proved, that the Retaining or Omitting this Clauſe 
cauſes no Alteration in the Senſe, your Inference 
will be found very confident, but not at all Conclu- 
ive. But that the Reaſon why you Curtail 
and Mijrepreſent, and ſo frequently Miſplace the Bi- 


J 


ſhop's Writings, may appear, I will ſet down the 


very Words of the 7th Rule, T When a Revela- 
tion 1s ſufficiently atteſted to come from God, 
let it not weaken your Faith, if you cannot 
clearly ſee the Fitneſs and Expedience of every Part 
« of it”, Here is the uſe of Judgment and Ex- 
amination firſt ſuppoſed, and thereupon a Remo- 
val of Difidence, and an Eſtabliſhment of Certain- 
ty: The Revelation has been prov'd, and is /uffi- 
ciently atteſted to come from God. What then muſt 
be done, (for this 1s keeping to the Point,) if I do 
not clearly ſee the Fitneſs and Expedience of every 
part of it? Muſt I thence conclude that it cannot 
come from God ? No, this I cannot ſay, be- 
cauſe in the preſent Caſe I am already ſuppoſed to 
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be ſalſiciently informed that it is from him. Muſt 
I then ſubmit to it as Divine? No, This is what 

ou will not allow, becauſe we cannot * ſee the et. 
neſs, Reaſonableneſs and Expedience of it: Carefully 
forgetting that we are preſumed to be under the 
Influence of a full Conviction, the Revelation, as has 


been ſaid, is ſufficiently atteſted, 


by " PN 
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_ The Truth is clear andea/y, if it had not been your : 
. pleaſure to have cover'd it with Confuſion; where ( 
_ there is no Revelation we muſt judge and determine f 
B for our ſelves, where there is a Revelation given by < 
...- God, and we have from ſufficient Evidence deter- { 
=_ ' mined it to come from him, God himſelf has there y 
= determined for us, and we muſt pay Submiſſion. 7 
_ Unleſs you'll tell us plainly, (what you intimate 8 
| more than once, that the only Means any one can 7 : 

|. have to be aſſured that a Revelation comes from 7] tl 
_—_ God, muſt ariſe from his own looking on the Con- ” el 
* tents of it, as fit to come from him, and that there- F 4 
1 fore every one who thinks this or that Precept un- J N 
_ worthy of God, (that is, diſagreeable to his own Ca 
1 Opinion) may lay. it aſide at Pleaſure. ha 
14 Tphe next Piece of Art, I have to charge upon | br 
vou, is ſo like your Manner, that had I met with ter 

it in another Place, I muſt have ſuſpected your Aſ- =”... 

_ fiſtance, or Direction at leaſt. Now the Biſhop, be 

as has been ſaid, adviſing us, T. Not to reject Re- (as 

& velation fufficiently atteſted to come from God, Jtia 

. *© becauſe we cannot ſee in every Reſpect the Fitneſs Du 

% and Reaſonableneſs of it: (immediately ſpe- E 

, Cifies his Meaning, thus,) 10 ſay for Inſtance, as | 

that either we had no need of a Redeemer, or that Phy 

% @ better Method « might have been contrived for You 
% our Redeempiion, and upon the whole, not to Ha 
e give God leave to ſave us his own way. In Pri 
theſe Caſes, c. What is here mark'd in 1talicks, neit 

you are pleaſed to omit in your Quotation , f 
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rhough placed in the very middle of it, and then 
tun your ſelf out of Breath on the practical Part 
of Chriſtianity ; whereas it 1s plain to every one, 
that the Biſhop has more ſtrictly confined what he 
ſays of our Short. ſigbtedneſs or IJnability to ſome 
Points purely Doctrinal, and to Articles of Faith. 
This ungenerous Suppreſſion of that intermediate 
Paſſage on which the Senſe of the whole depends, 
(if we will take your Word I ſuppoſe) proceeds 
from the firm Belief, << That there is a Heaven for 
« the ſincere, and a Hell for the inſincere , (as you 
ſpeak,) or if from any other Principle, what think 
you of that Grey-headed, Venerable Searcher after 
Truth who lately loſt a certain Appendage to his 
Senſe of Hearing not far from Charing-Croſs ? 

In Anſwer to what follows J, I muſt aſſure you 
that we Chriſtians, (whatever Thoughts you may 
entertain of us,) do not ſuppoſe any Thing in Chri- 
ſtianity that is not Reaſonable, ſince the Author of 
Reaſon, who is alſo the Author of our Religion, 
cannot Act but in Conformity to it. But now you 
have made a Diſcovery to your Satisfaction, (tho' 
brought from the third Page oſ the Paſtoral Let- 
ter.) This Writer, ſay you, owns, that || There are 
ſerious Deiſts, Yes certainly, and Turks, &c. may 
be ſerious too, and yet your {nfide! may not be, 
(as you would have us think) as good a ＋ Chri- 
tian as our Biſhop, even in the Practice of Moral 
Duties, becauſe the Laws relating to Hatred, Re. 
venge, Chaſtity, Alms-giving, &c. are very different 
as found in the Goſpel, and among the Teachers of 
Philoſophy. The great Encomiums you beſtow on 
| your own Scheme of Chriſtianity, and that bitter 
Hatred and Scandal, with which you treat the 
Prieſts of all Kinds, are no new Things to us, 
neither have we any Thing to do with them. I 


* Ad. p. 22. * Ad. p. 55, . I 56 
+ Ib. p. 59. Spe | b 
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own indeed, I ever thought the Devil had been the 
moſt conſummare Inſtance of Pride ; pray, Mr. 
Addrefler, tell me as a Friend, had you any pri- 
vale Revelation from him, in the Dialogue you 
mention, (p. 32.) that there was more than 
„ Luciferian Pride?“ 

That which the Biſhop looks on alſo as the Du— 
ty of the Civil Magiſtrate, and what I made the 
Subject of a ſecond Queſtion, (for Reaſons then 
aſſigned) you mention indeed, but without any 
Deſign of entering into the Merits of it, and run 
from us as faſt as from Plague or Peſtilence, For 
it is a Truth too plain to be withſtood, and too 
clear to be perplexed ||, That it is the Duty of the 
Magiſtrate effeffually to diſcourage ſuch Books and 
Writings, as ſtrike equally at the Foundation of all 
Religion, and of Truth, Virtue, Seriouſneſs and good 
Manners, and by Conſequence at the Foundation of 
Civil Society, We conclude therefore on the Afir- 
mative of this our ſecond Queſtion. And was I 
mclined to declamation, what a large Field is here 
open for it? The Worſhip of the Almighty, Civil 
Society, and the common good of Mankind, But I 
ſcorn to inſult an Adverſary, 

You was pleaſed to quote Dr. S. Clarke, | for 


the Creed of the true Deiſts; to him therefore I re- 


fer you for an Anſwer to all you ſpeak concerning 
the Syfficiency of Natural Reaſon, and againſt the Ne- 
ceſſity of a Revelation, as to an Evidence of your 
own producing, and therefore as to 50%, unexcep- 
tionable ; ſince you like neither what the Biſhop 
has ſaid to the /ame Purpoſe, nor what our Lord 
himſelf has aſſigned as a Reaſon of his coming in- 
to the World, —- viz **, The Hour cometh, and 
now is, when the true Worihippers ſhall worſhip the 


„Ad p. 61. + Ad. p. 63. it Paſt. Let. p. 35- 
Father 
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Father in Spirit and in Truth : for the Father ſeeteth 
ſuch to worſhip him. 1 only obſerve that it is no great 
Argument of Fair-Dea/ing ro uſe any Author as 
Authority in one Inſtance, and take noNotice of 
him as ſuch, in the continued length of the /ame 
Subje on another Occaſion. The Method and Co- 
gency of Reaſoning, which the Doctor uſes, 
throughout that Book, you are as little able to 
imitate as to overthrow ; thither therefore I refer 
you, eſpecially to the Contents of the ſeventh Pro- 
poſition . Now 
The Biſhop having this Subject in his Thoughts, 
adviſes thus in the fifth Rule T. Be not per- 
„ ſwaded to part with Revelation, under Pretence 
„of relying on Natura! Reaſon as your only 
«© Guide”, I hope you will allow that the Par- 
ticle Only has an Idea belonging to it, and thar 
Reaſon is not excluded from its proper Office of 
being the ft and earlizt Guide. For it is from the 
Uſe and Application of Reaſon, that we are cna- 
bled to judge of thoſe Evidences which confirm 
Revelation, ſo that this || Foundation is not ſubverted 
as you fear, but the the Superſtructure of Chri- 
ſanity ſtands very ſafe upon it. And 
Whatever you may ſuggeſt to the contrary, we 
make no Queſtion but that God has 4ivays delivered 
into the Power of Mankind, ſuch Means as by their 
own Management might, (to uſe your own Words) 
have J. anſwered the End for which he intended them ; 
and therefore we know it perfectly conſiſtent, “with 
the Character of a Being of conſummate Wiidem,” to 
jay. That the Means which God afforded to the 
Heathen World, (however by him adjuſted to the 
Production of their proper Ends) have in Fa# ap- 
peared very Inſufficient to give Men ſuch a Know- 
Lage of Things acceptable to him, or ſuch Aſiſtan- 
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ces in the Performance of them, as we now enjoy 
under the Chriſtian Diſpenſation. f | 
The Inſufficiency then we ſpeak of, does not as you 
imagine * Arraign the Conduct of God, in ſup- 
<< poling, (as you expreſs it) that tho? Means and 
« Ends were alike in his Power, yet that he not 
* knowing how to adjuſt one to the other, ordain'd 
«© ſuch Means as could not anſwer the End for which 
* he intended them ”. But this Inſufficiency is al- 
ledg'd, ro ſhew the Neceſſity and Advantages of Re- 
velation, in order to direct and enable us to the 
Attainment of thoſe higher Degrees of Perfection, 
which are now requir'd of us. But you will ask, 
Why was the Revelation we boaſt of not publiſhed 
till the coming of Chriſt ? And why is it not more 
univerſal ſince his coming? If I ſhould anſwer, 
That all theſe Conſiderations muſt be reſolved into 
the Goodwill and Pleaſure of God, I know what a 
Face a Gentleman of your Taſte will make at this 
Primitive Foolery : which I muſt frankly own has 
no other Bottom, than this Tyrannical, Enſlaving 
Maxim, That an Almighty Creator has the Prero- 
gative of advancing his Creatures to more exalted 
Happweſs and Glory, at what Times, and by what 
Means He ſhall judge moſt expedient. Your Ob- 
jection againſt this will be, that the Power we ſpeak 
of not appearing to be deriv*d from the Community, 
it can never be conceiv'd how our Creator can be 
legally poſſeſſed of it. Leaving therefore the De- 
tence of ſuch Pri-/ily Doctrines to thoſe who teach 
them, I will take upon my ſelf to give you a more 
explicit Anſwer, if you will reſolve a Queſtion or 
two, which may appear leſs difficult: Why did 
God begin the Meo/aical Creation about Five or Siæ 
Thouſand Years ago? Why not /ooner, why not 
ater? Why on this Globe of Earth are ſome too 
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near, ſome too remote from the Influence of the 
Sun? Why does one Nation fry, while another 
reezes ? Give me leave to ask in your own Words, 
* Is this the Charafter of a Being of conſummate 
Wiſdom, and of impartial and univerſal Benevolence? 
Or ſhall WE for Quiets ſake agree with the Biſhop, 
that we are ſhort-ſighted, ignorant, &c? 

We conſent, that the Dictates of Reaſon ( 11ſelf, 
you'll excuſe that ſmall Addition ) ſhould be re- 
ceived as the Dictates of God himſelf. Thovgh I 
muſt tell you, that God is not ſo properly called 
Reaſon, as Rational or Reaſonable, I ſuppoſe you'll 
thank me for the Diſtinction, when you underſtand 
It. ; | 

Upon the Concluſion of this Argument you tri- 
umphantly ask, + How can this Hriter call Rea- 
<« ſon an inſufficient Guide, if God required nothing 
% more of Men to make them happy here, and 
c happy hereafter, than following its Guidance? 
« And muſt not the Pagans be faultleſs, if what 
Ve impute to them as Crimes were not owing to 
*< themſelves, but to their religiouſly following the 
„only Guide God gave them? If this Notion be 
„ not downright Nonſenſe, it's the moſt impious 
e that ever was vented, and would equally prove 
«© Revelation to be a very inſufficient Guide; be- 
“ caule ſuch Notions have prevail'd among Chri- 
* ſttans, as are more deſtructive to human Societies 
than any which obtain'd among Pagans: And 
What he aſſerts is directly contrary to the Apo- 
« ſtle, who in the 1ſt of the Romans amply de- 
„ cJares, That the Duties the Gentiles ow'd to God 
„and Man were implanted in their Minds, and 
that when they tranſgreſſed either they ſinned a- 
«« gainſt Knowledge, and were inexcuſable. And in 
the ſecond Chapter he ſays, That the Gentiles 
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(thoſe govern'd by Reaſon ) did by Nature the 
„ Things contain'd in the Law”. 

This Paragraph being the Cloſe and Subſtance of 
what you have been long driving at, I have tranf- 
crib*d it at length, and will anſwer it Period by 
Period. 55 

I do not take upon. me to determine what De- 
grees of Happineſs the Goodneſs of God deſigns 
for thoſe Men, who had the Guidance of Natural 
Reaſon only; we know that in his Houje there are 
many Manſions, but This Guidance in compariſon of 
Chriſtianity ( as has been before prov'd ) may be 
rightly term'd Inſuſſicient, the Idea cauſed by that 
Appellation being not preciſely Poſitive but Rela- 
tive. How frequently do all Men ſay, This is 
Good or that is Good, of Things or Perſons, when 
we All know that there is none Good but one, and 
that is God. 

Your next Queſtion (viz. And muſt not the 
Pagans, &c.) is ſtated in your perplex'd Man- 
ner, but when reduc'd will give us this Poſition. 
The Pagans were faultleſs, when they religiouſly 
follow'd the only Guide God gave them. Let 
Nonſenſe or Impiely ſtick as cloſe as you pleaſe 
to a Notion contradictory of this, I do not know 


that the Biſhop ſpeaks any thing in Maintenance of 


it. But give me leave to ask, what you mean b 


ſtating a Queſtion, and then ſaying, If this No- 


ion, &c? Did you never hear that a Queſtion has 
Txvo Sides, on one of which you ought to have 
forni'd a regular Concluſion, and then you might 
have had recourſe to your beloved /, ----- and ſaid, 
If this Notion, &c ? But there is no end of theſe 
your Accuracies. Here 

You undertake to prove, (as far as I can 
collect, it being not to your purpoſe to ſpeak 
plainer) the Inſufficiency of the Guide, from 


our Reaſoning about the Practice of thoſe to whom 


it 
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it is given. If we will affirm that the Pagans 


were faulty when they Religiouſly follow'd the only 
Guide God gave them, and from 7hence conclude, 
That this Guide was [n/ufficient: Then, ſay you, 
we muſt conclude the Guide of the Chriſtians e- 
qually Inſufficient, becauſe ſuch Notions have prevailed, 
&c. Now unleſs you can ſhew that theſe deſtructive 
Notions are the expreſs or implied Doctrines of our 
Revelation, the wild ſort of Argument you uſe muſt 
ſtand thus: The Pagan's Guide is /n/ufficient, be- 
cauſe they were faulty when they religiouſly followed 
it; The Chriſtian's Guide is [nſufficient, becauſe 
they were faulty when they did Not religiouſly follow 
it. Sure, Mr. Addrefler, your Alma Mater fore- 
ſaw what an untoward Uſe you would make of 
Syllogiſm, and ſo took care to make you Harmleſs, 
when ſhe could not make you Argumentative. 
Tranſcribing ſhe could not hinder. 
Now the Sufficiency of a Rule conſidered in i- 
elf, being prior in Nature and in Time to the Duty 
reſcribed by it, can receive no more Alteration 
rom the well or ill Performance of- this Duty, than 
one of our City-Yards do, either in Length or 
Straitneſs, from the Silk, Lace, Linnen or Woollen 
we meaſure with them. And if many nominal 
Chriſtians have liv'd wickedly in departing from 
the known Laws of Chriſtianity, this does no more 
affect thoſe Laws themſelves, than Tyburn does our 
Legiſlative Power. „55 
We muſt now ſee, whether what the Biſhop or 
you aſſert is directly contrary to the Apoſtle. Now 
the Apoſtle, in the firſt Chapter to the Romans, 


charges the Gentiles with a manifeſt Neglect of thoſe 


Means which God had given them : Becauſe when 
they knew God, they glorified him not as God, neither 
were thankful, but became vain in their Imaginalions, 
and their fooliſh Heart was darkened, ver. 21. ( and 
think you, there are not others beſides theſe 58 
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files, who profeſſing themſelves to le wiſe. are become 
feols ? ver. 22.) And in the 14th Verſe of the Se- 
cond. Chapter, which you refer to, St. Paul ſpeaks 
not of ſuch an uniform, compleat Obedience as you 
would inſinuate, but intimates a partial Conformity 
only. For when the Gentiles, dra y4g d ( what a 
fearful Buz do theſe trifling Particles make about 
your Ears) when, that is, at ſuch Tunes, and on 
ſuch Occaſions, as the Gentiles which have not the 
Law, do by Nature the Things contained in the Law; 
theſe having not the Law: are a Law unto themſelves. 
For if this was not as I ſay, how could the Apoſtle 
in regard to the Contents of | theſe two Chapters con- 
clude, Chap. iii. ver. 9.----- For we have before 
prov'd both Jeus and Gentiles, that they are All un- 
der Sin? And again, ver. 23. All have ſinned, and 
come ſhort of the Glory of God. The Gentiles then 
were faulty in the Opinion of St. Paul. In his Opi- 
nion alſo the Wages of Sin is Death, but the Gift of 
God is eternal Life, through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, 
Rom. vi. 23. The Revelation then of this Gift, 
and of the Means whereby we may attain it, was 
certainly, in the Apoſtle's Opinion, ſomewhat 
more perfentive of Virtue, and more ſufficient than 
any thing the Gentiles before enjoy'd 3 and this is 
what the Biſhop teaches. "Ov . 
But, fay you, If by the Light of Nature God 
commanded Men to. worſhip him, he certainly could not 
intend a Worſhip that was not acceptable to him. 
What you ſay is undoubtedly true: When God 
commanded by . the Light of Nature that Men 
ſhould worſhip him, he did in no wiſe intend: a 
Worſhip not acceptable; but this proceeded en- 
tirely. from the Neglect and Miſapplication of the 
Light of Nature: As the Apoſtle (whom I chuſe 
to quote as one of your own Witneſſes ) will inform 
us. Romans 1. 20. ----<* For the inviſible Things of bim 
- ® Ad. P. 67. * 
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rod) from tbe Creation of the World are cltaß 
ars, bein underſtood by the Things that are mae. 
ac den bis eternal Power and God bead, ſo that they are 
« dit bout Excuſe. Ver. 21, Becauſe that when they © 8 
knew God they glorified bim not as God, &c. So that te 
Unetceptableneſs of this Worſhip proceeded from the © 
perverſe Uſe o Reaſon, which God never intended, 
and your following Suppoſition, to your exceeding 
Grief, muſt fall unregarded to the Ground. 
Io ſpeak once for all in regard to the Great 
Charge of © Perſecution : The Biſhop, you confeſs 
allows, * <* That Chriſtianity requires no farther 
te 'Favour than a fair and impartial Inquiry into the 
&« Grounds. and Doctrines of it *. And, That a Liberty 
of Examination ' ſhould be freely allowed at all Times. 
If you find theſe Poſitions in any Papal Creed, let 
his Lordſhip ſuffer as a Per/ecutor, as a common Ene- 
my to the Natural Rights of Mankind, if the Dil- 
ſenters, (who begin to ſee the gaſtly Features of 
the Tnfidel- through your worn-out Mask of Li- 
berty) neither allow nor deſire greater Freedoms, 
to what Purpoſe are all thoſe tedious Repetitions 
about * Force and Per/ecuNnon, when there is none 
intended or fear d? Your Talent is undoubtedly 
good, but your Situation unfortunate, in a Coun- 
oy where there is no real Octaſion for the Uſe 
of it. Had Spain or Italy been bleſs'd with ſuch 
a Genius, and your Conſcience, ( which I will not 
doubt) been as full:of Courage in Places of Dan- 
ger, as where there fs'mone, the Inquiſition muſt 
8 


hape long ſince been anged into an Academy 
of  Free-Thinkers, the Man of Sin have loſt his 
Tripple Diadem, and the baughty Whore of Ba. 
byl0n have died as miſerable 3 Jane Shore, 1 
.muſt confeſs, Mr. Addreſſer, I long. to ſec you 


propagating Blaſphemy and Billingggte in thoſe 
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In the mean time, we come fully into Dr. 
Prideæaux, whoſe Opinion you have now adopted 
for your own, and ( as you have been more than 
once already told) inſtead of prohibiting Diſputes 
about Chriſtianity, * we invite all Men to ſearch 
and examine thereinto : So that I hope your Great 
Concern for the religious Peace of the Nation, will 
no longer prove a Trouble either to yourſelf ar 
_ others. | 3 
In regard to the Point you mention as Þ high- \ 
.ty worth debating, I ſhould be very willing 0 
to hear it juſtly debated; and only deſire this fl 
Favour of you, n you engage in it, that 
you will always keep thoſe Poſitions of a Revelati- 11 
on, which are Matters of Belief,. ſeparate from 1 
thoſe which contain more preciſely Rules of Prac- = 
tice; which I think you have not ſufficiently at- y 
tended to in the ſecond State of the Queſtion, viz. B 
| Fhether any Dofrines are to be received as coming W 
I 
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„ * 
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from God, that are not characterisd by the Nature | 


and Reaſon of Things, and the moral Fitneſs of It 
Actions? Now as there are Truths which bear no w 
5 immediate Relation to the moral Fitneſs of Actions, 3 
and ſome ſuch Truths are received by us, as Doc- ce 
trines coming from God, we deſire you would as 
conſider them apart, or prove that no Doctrine ta 
(which is a Word of great Extent) can come _ D 
from him, unleſs it is characterisd by the moral In 

Fitneſs of Actions. Upon theſe Preliminaries I 
| ſhould be glad to ſee this Point ſettled ; but own of 
is my Deſpair of it, ſince I have more Reaſons than ha 
1 one to think, you'll never part with the Liberty of of 
1 confounding other Mens Ideas, and keep cloſe to a m1 
"oh Diſtinction, which will bring Light and Ruin to * 
the greateſt Share of all your Labours. fu 
. I do not remember that you make any ex pre, of 


or regular Oppoſition to our ſeventh Allegation, 


Hs WH * Ad. p. 73. + Ibid. 75. . 
; = | | | | VIZ, 


* 2 tad 
þ * af 1 8 
Bones F 


: 
— 


n 8 x Sk. ”- a” - 4 
9 n 4 k LS <> , TE 
vi _- * * eis e's las — 4d W — * Fl 9 # 
Ss Cos SAS . * | * a 5 * . i Y 
. es, "yy 7 4 4 r : f 
4 * ** oz T- I's. © 1 — 5 
3 * x N : 90 42 WE 7 . * . G 6 0 4 1 7 ie 
al +» 25 *. : - ? " . 2" * 8 - * 
* " 15 = - 1 5 - 
ö 2 5 » | p 27 p 1 
1 7 Pq 1 
So p . 
© , : Po 8 . 6 
2 5 * * 3 ” 
— - . 
* 4 WP 
. 
. a \ #8 7 


«- ws „te Others have ſhown a great Zeal for Natural EY 
Religion, in Oppoſition: to Revealed, with $2 
the 


Other View, as it ſeems, than to get rid of 


1 Reſtraints of Revealed Religion ”, Sc. This # 


therefore, which you are pleaſed to let go by De- 


fault, we have Reaſon to look on as perfectly our 
own. So that All the Facts the Biſhop produces, 


are eſtabliſhed beyond Diſpute. 
I ſhall'now give you ſome Account of m 
Work. I have all along made it my Bulineſs to 


confine my Pen to thoſe Points which directly af- 


feed the Paſtoral Letter, avoiding, as much as poſ- 
ſible, all collateral Diſputes. My Manner of Writ- 


ing has been ſomewhat mix*d; in the ſerious Part, 


J have followed my own Inclinations; what is o- 


therwiſe, J hope you'll receive as Compliment to 


your ſuperior Fudgment : The Rules of Good- 


Breeding (even before that happy Encreaſe of it 


which you mention,) teaching us to entertain our 
Friends, as much as might be, in their own way. 
If my, Tranſitions are not always ſuch as I could 
wiſh,” yau have no Reaſon to blame me, ſince what- 


ver Defetts there may be of this Kind, they pro- 


ceed chiefly from my following you Step by Step, 
as you ought to-have followed the Biſhop, and cer- 
tainly would have done, had not 1rregularity and 


Diſorder appeared more effectual to promote your 


Intereſt. 1 \ 

And now, Sir, to conclude. We the Inhabitants 
of theſe 4% great Cities, not only know our ſelves 
happy in the ſeitled Enjoyment of all the Ble/ings 
of a Free Government, but Thanks be to the Al- 
mighty, we ſee the firongeſt Probability, ſuch 
Things are capable of, of tranſmitting them in their 


full Diſplay and Luſtre to our lateſt Poſterity. Men 
of all Orders and Degrees allow and practice an 
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5 pied PEA. 98 arch und eee an 
e 9 55 Leave us therefore, | 
er, in, th eaceable; Poſſeſſien of what Hag 
fo much? FI and Treaſiure; and permit AGF. 
ig People to treat the maſt” ferivus and mdf Vn. 
. Affairs of another World, in a eo Af 
2 : Reſper?] i! Manner. Ceaſe from that: Mean, that. Per. 
Peeling Malignity of, Spirit, ' which wolild infuſe 
4” - Terrors,.. Fealauies, _ unworthy Apprebenſions of 
our Spiritual Gaide, when we x66 
Aion, Gratitude,, and the cog p# 2 Huma- 
111% wire . Our utmoſt; Tad Veneration' for 
| this molt. F atherly A ee, and Coe Ever us. 
"The whole Counſel of. God is 1 imparted ros, 
and our Biſhop watches over our Souls witk a Gol 


Www, that Re- 


EM. IyFealoM, as HR that muſt give an Acco Speak 
5 not therEfore: per verſe Things, 10 drato a * DI. 
45 eiples after you, but rather ſericufly reflect on the 
ihe happy „ en of that ſucceſsful Voice once heard 
= fr Heapen + 1 am JESUS: whom thou rſecuteſt, 
. it hard for, thee to kick acainſtthe  Priths..... And 
1 5 ö "It take my leave of you, wiſhing with" 21 Siri- 

F cerith ir -Re-Conver/i on to the Faith of Chrift, 

4. and ona aſkwyour Patience, while I 'bumbly beg 

F My L 1 of Lofilon's Pardon, for engaging in 


4 Debate, without his Leave or Knowledgh, and 
heartily congratulate. the Happineſs of his reſet 
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5 Situation, (che moſt Glorious Chriſtianity i4elf 

* can give on this” 5 of Dong G God and; 8 
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